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Town Council’s regular meeting and first Fiscal Year 2023 budget hearing was Thursday, Sept. 8
Town of Fort Myers Beach, FL –  Town Council met for its regular first of two monthly meetings on Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022, at 3 p.m. Following this meeting, the first hearing of the Fiscal Year 2023 budget was held at 5:01 p.m. State law requires municipality budget hearings to be held after 5 p.m. 
At the regular meeting, Town Council: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk105671695]Adopted Resolution 22-28 ratifying action taken in a Council meeting on August 15, 2022, to name the circular driveway around Mound House “Ann & Dan Hughes Loop”; 
· Approved a license agreement for $1,150 a year with the Lee County Sheriff’s Office for the use of the property at 1054 Fifth Street as a community outreach center, subject to vacation for future FDOT foot of the bridge road improvements; 
· Authorized Town Staff to apply for and execute a $39,435 Clean Vessel Act Grant agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to fund pumpout services in Matanzas Pass Mooring Field, including repairs and maintenance for the Town’s boat; this grant requires at least a 25% match by the Town;
· Authorized temporary LeeTram parking on the FMB Fire Control District property at 2545 Estero Boulevard for up to seven months due to the usual LeeTram storage area being used for TPI Construction; this allows for temporary fencing and 24-7 tram parking;
· Held the first reading of an ordinance for Newton Beach Park amending its schedule of uses; second reading and possible adoption is set for Thursday, September 22, 2022 at 3 p.m.;
· Authorized the Mayor to execute the annual legal services agreement with Fox Rothschild, LLP/John Herin, Jr;
· Authorized the Town Manager to renew and execute an annual agreement for $45,000 with the Town’s state lobbyist, Ronald L. Book, P.A.;
· Authorized entering into a local option gas tax master interlocal agreement with Lee County to begin January 23, 2023;
· Approved the Roar Offshore event to be held October 6-8, 2022, with: 1) waiver of 50 percent of the permit fees; 2) waiver of open container restriction for October 6 from 5 to 10 p.m. in the Downtown District streets where the boats will be on display (Old San Carlos, First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Times Square); 3) reduced parking fees for 71 spaces on these streets for 12 hours; 4) street closures starting at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 6 for the parade and street party.Continued on Page 2

During the budget hearing which started at 5:01 p.m., Town Councilors: 
· Adopted the proposed fee schedule with amendments to several fees such as but not limited to Bay Oaks, the Community Pool, Mound House, Newton Beach Park, and Building Services and Permitting; The Mooring Field fee schedule was adopted as presented. 
· Adopted the proposed ad valorem millage rate of .99 for Fiscal Year 2023 and set the second and final budget adoption public hearing for Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022, at 5:01 p.m.
Town Councilor, Town Attorney and Town Manager reports focused on: 
· Base of the bridge landscaping to be provided by Lee County and Margaritaville;
· Plans for a future veterans tribute at Bayside Park; 
· Clarification that the authority to close the beach and notify the public rests with the Lee County Health Department; 
· Upcoming Island Hopper’s Music Festival;
· Lee County’s support to address safety concerns at Lennell Road.
Public comment focused on amendments to the fee schedule. The Anchorage Advisory Committee and the Bay Oaks Recreational Campus Advisory Board gave reports. 
Town Council’s next regular meeting will be on Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022, at 3 p.m. at Town Hall, 2525 Estero Boulevard. The second Fiscal Year 2023 budget hearing will follow at 5:01 p.m. 
Council meetings are available live and recorded on the Town’s YouTube channel and website, www.fmbgov.com > About FMB > Meetings & Agendas.
# # #
The Town of Fort Myers Beach is on Estero Island off the southwest Florida coast facing the Gulf of Mexico and backed by Estero Bay. Known for white sugar sand and spectacular sunsets and shell finds, the Gulf beach stretches for seven miles. Incorporated since 1995, the Town has a variety of unique parks, recreation, cultural facilities, shops, and restaurants.
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