Town of Fort Myers Beach
Agenda Item Summary Green Sheet Number: 2013-063

1. Discussion Objective: Work Session Date: December 2, 2013

This item is on the work session agenda at the request of Council Member Raymond.

2. Submitter of Information:

X _ Council
_ Town Staff
__Town Attorney

3. Estimated Time for this item:

TBD

5. Background:

Community Parks &
Town Town Finance Public Works | Development Recreation Town
Manager Attorney Director Director Director Director Clerk
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Aircraft Arrival Observations Impacting Estero Island - March to November 2013
By Tom and Annie Babcock

. More aircraft may be flying at or above 3,000 ft over Estero Island than before the flight tracking
system became operational, but on average about one-third of the aircraft still fly below 3,000 ft and
4% are flying below 2,000 ft.

a. Some aircraft are as low as 1,500 ft over Estero Island.

b. Low flying aircraft have been observed with their gear down over Estero Island.

. The percentage of arrivals over uninhabited Estero Bay has not shown improvement over the
timeframe studied.

a. The proposed new route using the SHFTY Approach over Estero Bay from the South
continues to have limited use, e.g. less than 5% of the time.

b. The percentage of aircraft using the existing TYNEE Approach from the North fly over
Estero Bay about 23% of the time. _

c. On average Aircraft fly over Estero Island approximately 72 % of the time with 44% of the
aircraft flying over a one-half mile wide path in the center of the Island.

. There is no evidence to indicate that Runway 24 is being used as the preferred runway between 10
PM and 6 AM even when wind velocities are at or below 4 mph.

a. Aircraft arriving between 10 PM and midnight are flying over Estero Island 41% of the time.
Some of these aircraft were as low as 2,400 ft.

b. Runway 24 was never used for early morning FedEx and UPS arrivals in October or early
November 2013.

. Controllers appeared to be testing late night runway changes where aircraft flying the TYNEE
approach down the west coast of Florida were directed to Runway 6 and aircraft flying the SHFTY
approach down the middle of the state were directed to Runway 24, referred to as the “Alternating
Runway” procedure. :

a. The average number of aircraft flying over Estero Island between 10 PM and midnight
decreased by more than 50% per night when the “alternating runway” procedure was
compared to when Runway 6 was the preferred runway.

b. Aircraft flying the SHFTY approach from the south over Estero Island were eliminated and an
increased percentage of aircraft flying the TYNEE approach from the north flew over Estero
Bay rather than Estero Island.

. FedEx aircraft usually arrived before 6 AM and always landed on Runway 6 in October 2013.

a. FedEx flew over Estero Bay only 9% of the time.

b. 74% of the time FedEx flew over the north end of Estero Island, proceeded south along the
coastline and turned east toward the airport over mid-island.

c. The number of FedEx aircraft below 3,000 ft jumped from 17% in October to 63% in early

November.

d. Some were as low as 1,500 ft.

e. FedEx performance is significantly poorer than for other aircraft arrivals.

. UPS aircraft usually arrived after 6 AM, but before 7 AM in October 2013.

a. UPS flew over the Estero Bay more often than the daily average for other aircrafts, e.g.47%

versus 27%.

b. UPS aircraft were frequently below 3000 feet over Estero Island and as low as 1,500 ft.
. Optimized descent approach is not currently being utilized.
a. Most aircraft level off while still out over the Gulf and remain at a constant altitude over

Estero Island..

b. Many aircraft turn over the Estero Island in order to align with the runway.
c. Almost all aircraft flying over Estero Island are under power and not gliding with power
reduced.




Lois Poff

From: tababo@netzero.net

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 11:03 AM
To: Terry Stewart

Cc: Lois Poff

Subject: Woednesday Aircraft Meeting
Attachments: Progress Summary Nov 2013.doc
Terry,

Thank you for meeting with us on short notice. We have been using the RSW flight tracking system to collect
data since March 2013. There are some interesting observations that we would like to discuss with you and
members of Town Council. A summary has been attached. We will bring copies of the data collected and some
flight tracker printouts to the meeting.

Tom and Annie Babcock

Tom and Annie Babcock, tababo@netzero.net




