Town of Fort Myers Beach

Agenda Item Summary Blue Sheet Number: 2013-137
1. Requested Motion: Motion to Approve Sponsorship Policy Meeting Date: 11/18/13

Why the action is necessary: To provide guidelines for the Town’s sponsorship program

What the action accomplishes: Adopts a formal written policy for the Town’s Sponsorship Program

2. Agenda: 3. Requirement/Purpose: 4. Submitter of Information:
Agenda nation
___Consent Resolution _ Council
X Administrative __Ordinance X Town Staff
_ X Other , ___Town Attorney

S. Background: The Town attorney has recommended that the Town adopt a formal written policy that
contains guidelines concerning the Town’s Sponsorship Program. A formal written policy will assist Town staff
in evaluating sponsorship applicants and in administering the Sponsorship Program. A copy of the proposed
written policy is attached.

6. Alternative Action: Decline to adopt the policy.

7. Management Recommendations: Adopt the policy.

8. Recommended Approval:

Community Parks &
Town Town Finance Public Works | Development Recreation Town
Manager Attorney Director Director Director Director Clerk.

@ » R.N.

9. Council Action:

_Approved  _ Denied _Deferred _Other




Town of Fort Myers Beach Sponsorship Policy

The Town of Fort Myers Beach Sponsorship Program offers sponsoring entities the
opportunity to participate in certain Town activities and events in a way that can
complement or enhance an entity’s marketing efforts. by participating, sponsors contribute
to a public service and help save taxpayer dollars while reaching the target audience they
seek.
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More specifically, the purpose of this policy is to:

(1) Clearly state that by authorizing sponsorships and the display of sponsorship material
in certain areas of the Town, the Town is not authorizing or establishing a public forum for




communication and debate. The rights granted by the sponsorships are established and
retained at Town of Fort Myers Beach’s discretion. The Town of Fort Myers Beach reserves
the right to amend these policies and standards at any time. Any revisions or amendments
to this policy will be in writing and supplied to all advertising contractors.

(2) To outline the guidelines and procedures for entering into sponsorship agreements
consistent with Town of Fort Myers Beach’s mission.

(3) To recognize that sponsorships provide an effective means of generating new revenues
and alternative resources to support Town of Fort Myers Beach’s programs and services.

(4) To establish definitive guidelines for the accepta ind placement of sponsorship
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A. SPONSORSHIP

The following criteria s be taken into consideration when evaluating a sponsorship
proposal to determine compatibility; in all cases the Town of Fort Myers Beach Town
Council and Town Manager will have the prerogative to accept or reject a proposal:

¢ The compatibility of the corporation’s products, customers and promotional goals with
Town of Fort Myers Beach’s mission;

 The corporation’s past record of involvement in the community and Town projects;

» The desirability of association - the image;

» The timeliness or readiness of the corporation to enter an agreement;



* The actual value in cash, or in-kind goods or services, of the proposal in the relation to
the benefit to the corporation;

e Community support for, or opposition to, the proposal;
e The operating and maintenance costs associated with the proposal; and

¢ The corporation’s record of responsible environmental stewardship.

B. CRITERIA FOR SPONSORSHIP OFFER
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e Extent and prominence of public display of sponsorship;
¢ Aesthetic characteristics of the public display of sponsorship;
e Importance of the sponsorship to the mission of Town of Fort Myers Beach;

e Level of support provided by sponsor;

e Cooperation necessary from other Town of Fort Myers Beach units to implement the



sponsorship;

e Inconsistencies between Town of Fort Myers Beach policies and the known policies or
practices of the potential sponsor; .

e Other factors that might undermine public confidence in the Town's impartiality or
interfere with the efficient delivery of Town services or operations, including, but not limited
to, current or potential conflicts of interest between the sponsor and Town of Fort Myers
Beach employees, officials, or affiliates; and the potential for the sponsorship to tarnish the
County’s standing among its residents or otherwise impair the ability of Town of Fort Myers
Beach to govern it residents.

C. PERMISSIBLE SPONSORS AND MESSAGE CONTENT
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D. PERMISSIBLE RECOGNITION
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e Sponsor contact information should be stated in a manner that avoids an implication of
urging the reader to action.

The Town of Fort Myers Beach will not make any statements that directly or indirectly
advocate or endorse a sponsor’s organization, products, or services. No materials or
communications, including, but not limited to, print, video, Internet, broadcast, or display
items developed to promote or communicate the sponsorship using Town of Fort Myers
Beach’s name, marks, or logo may be issued without written approval from the Town of
Fort Myers Beach Manager and Town Attorney, or their designees.




E. PROHIBITED MESSAGE CONTENT

Sponsorship from an organization that is engaged in any of the following activities, that has
a mission of supporting any of the following subject matters, or that, in the sole discretion
and judgment of the authorized representative of the Town or the Town Council, is deemed
unsuitable for and contrary to community standards or appropriateness for government
publication, shall be prohibited on any Town property or in Town publications:

e Promotion of the sale of consumption of alcoholic or cereal malt beverages, in name
likeness or implication or promotion of establishments that are licensed for and primarily
sell alcoholic or cereal malt beverages, including bars; sided, however restaurants or
other food services establishments and hotels or otherw of lodging may be authorized
when the commercial message or advertisement, T tes only the food services or
lodging;
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» Use of words, langu epresentations or descriptive materials of any kind having more
than one meaning or connotation, one of which would otherwise be prohibited under this
Policy;

¢ Inclusion of materials, depictions, promotions or offerings which are the type prohibited
by, or by their nature would violate, any postal restrictions or regulations or any federal,
state or local law, rule or regulation.

F. OTHER GENERAL CONDITIONS:

1. Sponsors are solely responsible for obtaining necessary permission to use photographs,
trademarks, trade names, copyrighted material or any other legally protected property and




shall hold the Town harmless for any such use, including all consequences or damages
resulting therefrom. All commercial messages or advertisements shall be accepted and
published by the Town upon the representation that the agency or sponsor is authorized to
publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof. Sponsor agrees to indemnify and
hold harmless the Town, its officers, agents and emplioyees against all damages, costs and
expenses including, without limitation, attorney’s fees resulting from any claim, action or
proceeding alleging that the commercial message or sponsorship infringes on any
copyright, violates any right of privacy, or other personal or property right, constitutes
libelous matter, plagiarism, unfair competition, unfair trade practice, infringement of
trademarks, or other matter contrary to law or contains any formula or instructions
injurious to the user of a sponsor’s product.
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3. The cost of each Sponsorship Package will be based on the value of the exposure and the
amount of benefits that are received by the potential sponsor for each sponsorship.

4. All details involved with a Sponsorship Package will be approved by the Director of Parks
and Recreation and others as outlined therein.

5. All billing for sponsorship fees will be processed through the Town of Fort Myers Beach’s
Finance Department.




VI. AUTHORIZATION REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS

All property and publications of Town of Fort Myers Beach are intended and
exclusively used for business operations of the Town in providing governmental services
and programs to and for the Town residents, and, except as required by law or expressly
established by an affirmative action of the Town Council, no property or publication of the
Town shall be intended or considered as an open, limited or designated public forum, and
no person shall have a right to access or use any Town property or publication for any
purpose other than the intended and authorized governmental purpose or
service. Placement of sponsorship messages upon Town property or in Town publications
shall require specific authorization.
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4. IMPLEMENTATION - This Policy shall be and become effective upon the adoption by the
Town Council and shall thereafter apply to the acceptance and placement of sponsorship
messages as provided in the Policy; provided, however, that sponsorship messages which
were made prior to the adoption of this Policy shall not be considered in violation of the
Policy, and to the extent possible shall be constructed and completed, if necessary, in the
matter most consistent with the Policy.




