Ft Myers Beach Parking Garage
By Joe Kosinski FMB

It would be important to keep in mind this is only one idea. I believe that with all the talent here
on Ft Myers Beach and Lee County, someone can come up with solutions. I also feel that to
mitigate the traffic and congestion here on the beach, it will take a number of solutions, but it can
be solved.

Traffic and parking are two of the most pressing issues we have here on Fort Myers Beach
(FMB). What if half of the cars coming over the bridge during season do not make it to the
bottom of the bridge?

Traffic is horrendous at least four months out of the year. Traffic headed to FMB backs up past
Summerlin, on San Carlos, and extends as far back as Kelly Road. In the evening the back up
extends south to Santini Plaza. Each direction/commute can take hours. If these main problems
could be solved, it would enable many more people to come to the beach. Our goal should be to
fill the sandy beaches, shops and restaurants for island residences and businesses. With Estero
Blvd on the 5 year CIP, now is the perfect time to do a project like this.

A Ft Myers Beach parking facility has been discussed before and also recently. A few areas for a
possible garage were Seafarers plaza (recently) and also Yucatan / Winds area (years ago). The
Yucatan/Winds area appears to be the most promising. This area is directly adjacent to the North
Bridge and can be accessed directly by inbound traffic without crossing lanes of traffic.

In previous discussions concerning a parking facility, the approach was to buy out the property
and own the Garage out-right. In my opinion, a better approach would be to develop a joint
private/public partnership with the property owners in that area. A few owners are open for
discussion to this idea. The owners, for their sacrifice, would directly benefit from income
collected from parking fees.

I would recommend that the only entrance to the main garage be from the bridge. At the top of
the bridge we would have an over-head sign in the right/trolley lane—“NORTH END AND
GARAGE EXIT HERE”. Half way down the ramp (onto the beach) would be the garage
entrance. There should be a “Sun Pass” lane and two booths to collect fees or have parking
meters at each space within the garage. The center lane would have a sign “SOUTH END”.

The garage would be 3-4 levels, with the lowest (ground) level for shops and boutiques along
Old San Carlos and North Estero, a board walk look. Behind this area would be employee
parking, deliveries, dumpsters/compactors. This ground level parking area would have a key card
access. The exit ramp from the garage would parallel the bridge down to Third St behind SOB.
Cars exiting the garage would have a right turn and swing around the Light House Resort and
exit directly onto the outward bound side of the bridge.

I believe the Yucatan Grille has a winning location where they are located. This restaurant has a
beachie feel to it as does SOB and the other's here on the Island. The Yucatan would have a
major sacrifice if this garage is built. What I would propose is we lift the restaurant up and set it
on the top level of the garage, facing the beach. The view from this level would be spectacular. I
would also propose two dedicated glass elevators from ground level to the Yucatan Restaurant
level.



I would also recommend that SOB’s stay just the way it is and we build the garage over and
around it. This restaurant has such an appeal in its present motif. If these owners want to be
accommodated within the ground level layout, we can do this.

The second, entry, level would have an over-head covered walkway to the Times Sq area. It is
important to keep in mind Estero Blvd will be redone within five years. This new garage entry
and walkway can be incorporated at that time. The walkway will have elevators, stairs and
possibly escalators to and from the ground level / Times Square area. The need for pedestrians to
cross Estero and North Estero in this area would be eliminated. Elevators would also be provided
to ground level. The ground level area shops should have a boardwalk feel and appearance and
also incorporate a “Key West” or “Ship Wreck” style in appearance.

There are numerous funding options available to us that we can explore. What better way to
attract more visitors to the island then to fix the traffic problem. I estimate this garage would be
able to hold 500 to 600 cars and motor cycles with the garage parking. Most of the traffic would
not need to go to the bottom of the bridge with the garage open.

This garage would have no entrance from ground level. I believe, in season, the garage would fill
up quickly. This is why I would recommend having a second/auxiliary garage build in the
parking lot adjacent to Snug Harbor. This owner would also be a share holder. A three level
garage can be incorporated in this area with the ground level being dedicated to Snug Harbor. An
in/out ramp would be from Old San Carlos Blvd. Should Snug Harbor want it, the garage
foundation can be upgraded to support a future hotel, which also has been discussed in the past.

The main garage entry level would have a car counter. When cars enter the garage, they will
swing around toward the SOB end of the garage. This end will have the ramps to the upper levels
and when the area above is full a sign will show “GARAGE FULL PROCEED TO AUXILARY
GARAGE”. A one way second level ramp will take them, overhead, to the second garage.
Elevators to ground level will be provided at both garages.

I believe that between these two garages and redoing Estero Blvd, this would go a long way to
easing traffic and parking congestion. This garage would eliminate the need for a Trolley Lane.
San Carlos Blvd can then be redone with a palm tree lined center lane.
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