RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD OF
THE TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA
RESOLUTION NUMBER 2009-01 HP®&

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA:

WHEREAS, the William H. Case House is the oldest existing structure in the Town of
Fort Myers Beach, Florida, and together with the shell mound on which it sits, is the
central historic feature of the Mound House property (“Mound House"), all of which is
owned in fee simple by the Town of Fort Myers Beach, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Mound House is located at 289 Connecticut Street, Fort Myers Beach,
FL in S29-T46S-R24E, in the Town of Fort Myers Beach, Lee County, Florida, and is
legally described in Exhibit “A" hereto which is hereby incorporated by reference; and

WHEREAS, the Mound House was designated as an historic resource with architectural
and archaeological significance by the Town of Fort Myers Beach in 1996 pursuant to
Resolution 96-17; and

WHEREAS, a special certificate of appropriateness is required pursuant to Land
Development Code (LDC) sections 22-101 and 22-103(a) prior to the initiation of any
work involving alteration, demolition, relocation, reconstruction, excavation, or new
construction which will result in a change to the original appearance of a designated
historic resource; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Fort Myers Beach (Applicant) has filed Application Number
FMBCOA2008-0002 for permission to create a paved parking area adjacent to the shell
mound near the terminus of Connecticut Street; replace the existing asphalt loop drive
surrounding the shell mound with a shell driveway; remove and add landscaping to
restore a more historically appropriate landscape; add landscaping near the Shell
Mound Experimental Station building to educate the public on local plant life; construct a
kayak shed; renovate the existing kayak launch; create pedestrian “soft paths”
constructed of aggregate material; and recreate the sand path between the Mound
House and the existing dock; and

WHEREAS, the requests contained in the aforementioned application require issuance
of a special certificate of appropriateness by the Town Historic Preservation Board
{HPB) under LDC Section 22-101 and 22-103; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was advertised and held before the HPD on January 13,
2008, at which time the HPB gave full and complete consideration tc the
recommendations of staff, the documents in the file, the request of Appicant and the
testimony of all interested persons.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA as follows:

The HPB APPROVES the request for special certificate of appropriateness, subject to
the following conditions:



1. Any ground modification must be coordinated and monitored by the Town

archeologist.

2. The requirements of LDC Section 22-106(d) and Section 872.05, Florida

Statutes, as amended from time to time, must be immediately applied if any
human burials are suspected or known in the area.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1.

Town Council Resolution 96-17 does not contain specific guidelines related to
any part of Applicant’s request herein.

The findings and conclusions set forth below are inclusive of the criteria for
issuance of a special certificate of appropriateness as referenced in LDC Section
22-101(b), including the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation

The property Is being used for its historic purpose or being placed in a new use
that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its
site and environment.

The use of the property is not proposed to be changed through the
landscape restoration project. Structures and site improvements serving
some of the existing uses of the property, such as the kayak storage
building and launch area, will be rehabilitated to better serve the current
users of the property. The construction to the kayak building and launch
area will provide enhanced passive recreation opportunities on the site,
while reducing usage of the original dock.

The historic character of the subject property is being retained and preserved.
The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that
characterize a property is being avoided.

The historic character of the property shall be retained and preserved
through this landscape restoration of the property. The only landscaping
being removed from the site, as depicted in “Exhibit C,” is that which
was not found to exist in historic pictures of the property. Some of the
landscaping being removed will also restore the historic connection
between the home and Matanzas Pass by improving views of the pass
from the home.

The subject property is being recognized as a physical record of its time, place,
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as
adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, are
not being undertaken.

The landscape restoration of the Mound House site will not detract from
the recognition of the physical record of its time, place, and use. Rather,



the restoration planned, as depicted in “Exhibit D,” will enhance this
physical record in the following ways:

o Relocation of the majority of the parking off of the mound area will restore
the historic feel of the property, which was largely void of the impacts of
automobiles.

. The replacement of the existing asphalt driveway with a shell driveway

will restore a historic feel to the property. It will allow a return to the
original style of driveway on the property, while still allowing for
handicapped and emergency services vehicular access. Removal of
the impervious surface will reduce the potential for stormwater-related
damage to the archaeological site. ,

. The restoration of two (2) coconut trees and one (1) omamental tree in
their original locations in the southeast corner of the home site as
evidenced in historic photographs.

. Restoration of the mangrove area along waterways abutting the site will
add to a view of the historic ecosystem of the property. Where
appropriate, lower growing species will be utilized within the restored
mangrove system to maintain historic views.

o Citrus trees will be reintroduced in areas around the house where they
previously were shown to exist through photographic evidence to reflect
the horticultural use of the property during the historical period being
recreated.

. The restoration of the sand path from the dock to the house and the
addition of “sand paths” of aggregate materials offering pedestrians a
soft surface walking system reflective of the historic period.

. The surface walking and parking areas are not completely restored to the
historic configuration because of disability accessibility needs, but the
disturbance to the restoration in order to address accessibility is
minimized.

. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic
significance in their own right are being retained and preserved.

The changes to landscape features on the property which have occurred
over time and are proposed to be removed have not acquired historic
significance in their own right. Rather, their removal will enhance the
original historic significance of the site.

. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a historic property are being preserved.

The restoration work proposed in no way leads to the destruction of
features, finishes, and construction techniques or craftsmanship which
are distinctive to this historic property.

. Deteriorated historic features are being repaired rather than replaced. When the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature do match the old in design, color, texture, or visual qualities and, where
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features are being substantiated by
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.



No existing historic features are planned to be removed and replaced.
The replacement of missing features, such as the historic walkway from
the house to the dock, and the new trees, will match as closely as
possible original materials and species of trees.

9. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to
historic materials, are not being used. The surface cleaning of structures, if
appropriate, is being undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

Chemical or physical treatments such as sandblasting, which could
damage historic materials, are not proposed to be used. Alteration of
historic structures is not proposed pursuant this application; landscaping
and other site work occurring on or near the shell mound will be overseen
by a trained archaeologist pursuant to the condition set forth above.

10. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project are being protected
and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall
be undertaken.

All landscaping removal and planting in the area of the shell mound will
be supervised by Cultural Resources Manager Theresa Schober, a
trained archaeologist. Disturbance to the shell mound will be the
minimum necessary to remove the impervious areas and to place the
shell pathways. As conditioned, if significant unknown resources are
unearthed, proper mitigation will be required.

11. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction under this
application are not destroying historic materials that characterize the property.
The new work is being differentiated from the old and compatible with the
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of
the property and its environment.

The main construction on the site will be the construction of the new
building for kayak storage and the boardwalk with fishing/wildlife
observation areas. Both will be constructed to differentiate them from
older similar structures on the property, while creating an appropriate
balance that does not detract from the historic structures. The kayak
storage building, though a newer building, will borrow elements such as
the light on the front of the structure from the existing office building and
the metal roofing of both the office and the William Harrison Case House.

12. New additions and adjacent or related new construction Is being undertaken in
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

The new construction and site improvements to be undertaken will not be
done in such a manner as to impair the form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment in the event the new construction were to
ever be removed.



The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the HPB upon a motion by HPB
Member Van Duzer and seconded by HPB Member Yerkes, and upon being put to a
vote, the result was as follows:

Joanne Shamp, Chair aye Dennis Weimer, Vice Chair aye
Evie Barnes aye Rochelle Kay aye
Alan Mandel aye Bill Van Duzer aye
Joe Yerkes aye

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 13" day of January, 2009.

HP the Town of F%yers Beach
By: 3@“‘»2/ %’7@

(/Joanne Shamp, Chair v

Approved as to Legal Sufficiency:

‘Anne Dalton, Esquire
HPB Attorney



Exhibit “A”
Legal Description

A parcel of land lying in Section 29, Township 46 South, Range 24 East, Lee County, Florida,
being more particularly described as follows:

COMMENCING at the southeast corner of Lot 1, as shown on Shell Mound Park Subdivision
Plat, recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 4, of the Public Records of Lee County, Florida; thence
along the northerly right-of-way line of Connecticut Street as shown on said Shell Mound Park
Plat N. 47°23’ 14”E for 475.11 feet, to the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel herein
described, also being the southeast corner of a parcel described in Official Records Book 3925,
Page 2040, of the Public Records of Lee County, Florida; thence along the easterly boundaries of
said parcel recorded in Official Records Book 3925 and the waterway as shown on said Shell
Mound Park Plat N.42°37°29”W. for 111.79 feet, to a point of intersection with the mean high
water line; thence along said mean high water line, the following twenty-five (25) described
courses:

thence N.03°32°12”W. for 14.59 feet;

thence N.21°15°12”W. for 14.70 feet;

thence N.43°26° 1 1”W. for 99.99 feet;

thence N.38°20°04”W. for 50.00 feet;

thence N.24°22°23”W. for 69.22 feet;

thence N.04°11°03”W for 16.80 feet;

thence N.16°10°36”E. for 29.95 feet;

thence N.35°58°41”E for 29.16 feet;

thence N.45°20°59”E. for 144.34 feet;

thence N.49°50’08”E. for 69.73 feet;

thence S.72°08’31”E. for 19.01 feet;

thence N.60°08’09”E. for 16.37 feet;

thence N. 05°27°34”E. for 6.36 feet;

thence N. 25°11°07”W. for 11.07 feet;

thence N.30°12°08”E for 8.45 feet;

thence N44°44°43”E for 15.54 feet;

thence N68°01°54”E. for 13.21 feet;

thence S82°57°55”E. for 12.46 feet;

thence S.47°07°28”E for 13.44 feet;

thence S.33°41°31”E for 49.35 feet;

thence S.15°11’06”E. for 177.29 feet;

thence S.23°37°12”E. for 28.66 feet;

thence S.43°52°49E. for 9.36 feet;

thence S.10°09°45”E for 94.68 feet;

thence S.00°01°32”W. for 50.02 feet, to a point of intersection with the northerly right-of-way
line of said Connecticut Street; thence along said northerly right-of-way line of said Connecticut
Street S.47°22°31”W. for 212.38 feet, to the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel described
herein.

Containing 119,544 square feet or 2.7 acres, more or less.

Description based on survey by Michael A. Ward, LS5301 (RWA Consulting project no.
080017.00.00) dated 3/14/06, last revised 8/6/08.
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