
 
 
 

 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 2523 Estero Boulevard Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

Telephone: (239) 765-0202  / FAX:(239) 765-0909 
 

 Contributing  Non-Contributing Individual Designation  Not Historical 
 

Name of Project: Newton Cottage Relocation and/or Demolition 

Location: 4610 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

Strap No.: 29-46-24-W3-0080H.0030 

Name of Applicant or Agent: Town of Fort Myers Beach 

Address: 2523 Estero Boulevard 

City / State: Ft Myers Beach, FL Zip Code: 33931 Phone: 239.765.0865 

 

Name of Historic District, if applicable: FMBHD (Individual) 2004 02 4610 Estero Blvd (Newton Cottage) 
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Check all that apply:  Building 

 Archaeological Site 

 Object 

 Landscape Feature 
 

Project Description: (describe all work proposed) 
 

 Alteration   Demolition  New Construction 
 Reconstruction  Excavation  Relocation 

 
Narrative: Please see attached. 

 
 

Change in Use:    yes     no 
 
If yes, explain: Future use is not determined pending request for demolition. 

 
Does this use require a variance, special permit, or special exception under the Zoning Ordinance?   yes    no 
 
If yes, explain: Dependent on future use. 

 
Has a development order or exemption been applied for prior to or concurrent with this application?   yes   no 
 
If yes, explain: 

TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH 
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

APPLICATION 

COA NO.:  
DESIGNATION NO.:  

DATE FILED:  
DATE ISSUED:  

APPROVED:  
DENIED:

Type of Work: 
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SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
n/a Full plans and specifications (9 sets of plans, 1 set of specification). 

 Site plan (9). 

n/a Samples of materials if needed to fully describe the proposed appearance, color, feature, materials, or 
design of the building(s), structure(s), and any outbuilding, wall, courtyard, fence, landscape feature, 
paving, storage or exterior lighting. 

n/a Adequate information to enable the Historic Preservation Board to visualize the effect of the proposed 
action of adjacent buildings and streetscape within a historic district. 

 Demolition applications only: Provide plans for the reuse of the property. 

 Moving applications only: Provide reason for the proposed move, and a description of the new 
location and settings. 

n/a Archaeological sites: Full plans and specifications indicating areas of work that might affect the 
surface and subsurface of the archaeological site or sites. 

n/a Proposed mitigation measures. 

n/a Archaeological surveys, if required by the Historic Preservation Board, including disturbance of 
human burials. 
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Summary 
The proposed project entails the removal of the Newton Cottage located at 4610 Estero 
Boulevard (Attachment 1) from the Newton Estate (Lots 1 through 6, Hyde Park) purchased by 
the Town of Fort Myers Beach with local, county, and state funds to produce a waterfront park 
facility. This request proposes either relocation or demolition of the structure to create additional 
park area adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico for the enjoyment of island residents and visitors. The 
STRAP number is 29-46-24-W3-00008H.0030. 
 
Existing Conditions 
The Newton Cottage and associated garage were listed with the Florida Master Site File 
(8LL2038) in 2002 (Attachment 2) and designated as an individual historic structure by the 
Town of Fort Myers Beach Historic Preservation Board on March 16, 2004 as FMBHD 2004 02 
(Attachment 3). The site file was completed by Douglas Hattaway of the Trust for Public Land 
that served as the land purchasing agent from the Newton Estate prior to transfer of ownership to 
the Town of Fort Myers Beach. The historic designation by the Town’s Historic Preservation 
Board relied on the architecture and age of the buildings and the association with the James and 
Eleanor Newton Estate that was acquired by the Town of Fort Myers Beach with funds from 
Florida Communities Trust and Lee County to develop a beachfront park and community 
facility. 
 
Contrary to the Historic Designation report, the cottage building, although owned by the 
Newton’s after 1972, played a very small part in the local and national significance surrounding 
Jim and Ellie. According to deed research, the Lots 1 & 2 of Hyde Park (where the cottage is 
now located) were owned by Robley and Jane Newton until 1940 when they were purchased by 
Eleanor Aymai Allison (Attachment 4). It was during the Allison’s ownership that the building 
was relocated from interior Florida to this site (ca. 1944). In 1966 the lots were sold to Alanson 
and Janice White. In 1968, the Whites sold the property to B. M. Hallward Trustees and in 1972 
to Eleanor Newton when it was put into use as a long term rental. 
 
The cottage is a single story two bedroom and two bath residential building with a base floor 
area of 1,413 square feet with a 256 square feet enclosed front porch facing the Gulf of Mexico. 
The building is a vernacular style building with a wood frame structure resting on concrete block 
piers. The exterior is horizontal wood siding covered with cement board tiles. The roof has four 
intersecting gables with a chimney leading up from a large coquina fireplace. Owing to 
renovations through time, the building contains wood double hung sash 6/1, four pane transom, 
and replacement awning windows. Interior five panel wood doors also appear to be of two styles. 
Interior walls and ceilings are wood frame and lathing with a plaster finish with ¾” thick tongue 
and groove southern yellow pine flooring and wood trim. Existing condition photos are provided 
in Attachment 5. 
 
Although an example of early twentieth or late nineteenth century vernacular architecture (age is 
misidentified in the original application), the early history of the building is unknown and no 
significant events are known to have taken place in this structure. In their assessment of the 
significance of the Newton Cottage, Renker Eich Parks Architects identify four of seven  
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National Register Criteria that the property conveys. These include integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling that relate to the minimal alteration this building has had through time 
and its consistent use as a residence. However, the cottage lacks integrity of location and setting 
due to its relocation. The associated garage also designated in 2004 was demolished following 
Hurricane Charley and the Newton cottage has sustained some damage that would require repair 
should it be reused. 
 
Proposed Relocation and/or Demolition 
The proposal for adaptive reuse of the Newton Estate includes restoration and adaptive reuse of 
Seven Seas, the Newton’s primary residence since 1953, to provide park amenities including 
bathhouse and restroom facilities, community gathering space, interpretive exhibits as well as 
active and passive recreational opportunities on landscaped grounds. Additional beachfront park 
space for these amenities that will benefit island residents and visitors is facilitated by the 
removal of the Newton Cottage and park development of that area of the property. A preliminary 
plan for the site is provided (Attachment 6).  
 
Given Town agreements with Florida Communities Trust (FCT) that require Division of 
Historical Resources (DHR) review of all site modification, options for relocation and/or 
demolition have been posed. In April 2008 a request for FCT to consider relocation was 
solicited. After conferring with DHR, FCT issued a letter indicating the cottage but not the Seven 
Seas could be relocated. In August 2008 a request for FCT to consider demolition was solicited. 
After conferring with DHR, FCT likewise found demolition if necessary to be acceptable. In 
either case, a formal amendment is necessary to the Town’s Management Plan with FCT. 
 
The following correspondence is enclosed as Attachment 7: 

• Letter from Theresa Schober to Sara Leitman, FCT dated April 14, 2008 
• Letter from Grant Gelhardt, FCT to Theresa Schober dated May 15, 2008 
• Letter from Scott Janke to Grant Gelhardt, FCT dated August 21, 2008 
• Letter from Fred Gaske, DHR to Grant Gelhardt, FCT dated September 3, 2008 
• Letter from Grant Gelhardt, FCT to Scott Janke dated October 8, 2008 
 

Plans for adaptive reuse of the structure or a new location have not been solidified pending the 
outcome of this application.  
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Location Map
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EXHIBIT

ARCHITECTURE / HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

R E N K E R - E I C H - P A R K S   
A R C H I T E C T S

2.1.1
FORT MYERS BEACH,  FLORIDA
TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH

PREPARED FOR:
NEWTON BEACH PARK

CULTURAL RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT PLAN FOR:
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