
FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION STAFF  REPORT 
PER LDC Sec. 22-201(2) and 22-202 

 
 
 
TYPE OF CASE:   Historic Resource Designation (structure) 
 
CASE NUMBER:   HDD2008-0007 (individual structure) 
 
HPB INITIATION DATE:  February 10, 2009 
 
HPB HEARING DATE:  March 10, 2009 
 
I.      APPLICATION SUMMARY 
 

Applicant:  Town of Fort Myers Beach    
 
Requests: Applicant requests the designation of the Newton Home (Seven 

Seas) as a historic resource. 
Subject 
Property:  4650 Estero Boulevard, legally described in Exhibit “A”. 
 
Future Land 
Use Designation:   Recreation 
 
Zoning:  RC (Residential Conservation) 
 
Current Uses: Unoccupied structure within the Town-owned and operated 

Newton property. 
 
Adjacent Zoning, Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Category, 
and existing land uses:  
 

North:  Estero Boulevard, then White Cap Condominium, Zoned: 
Residential Planned Development (RPD), Mixed Residential 
FLUM.   

 
South: Beach, Zoned: Environmentally Critical (EC), Recreation 

FLUM. 
 

West: Newton Cottage (previously designated a historic resource by 
Historic Preservation Board resolution #FMHD2004-0002) 
Zoning: RC, Recreation FLUM.  

 
East: 20-foot-wide drive, then Single-family residences, Zoning: 

Residential Conservation (RC), Mixed Residential FLUM. 
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II. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The director recommends that the “Seven Seas” structure located on the property described in 
Exhibit A is eligible for designation as a historic resource pursuant to LDC Chapter 22, and 
further states that Applicant’s expert report, as cited below, is the basis for such recommendation. 
Staff further recommends that the features of the structure set forth below be required to have the  
specified historic preservation treatments indicated.  
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL OR AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Assessment of the “Seven Seas” structure is based in part on the report provided by Renker Eich 
Parks Architects along with the applicant’s petition for historic designation.   
 
According to the applicant:  
The Seven Seas building was built by Jim and Ellie Newton between 1952 and 1953 in the 
Vernacular (also known as Florida Vernacular) style, at a time when the Ranch home was more 
popular.  True to this architectural style, the house was built to reflect the beach-front and Florida 
environment within which it exists.  An addition was added to the original home in 1960.  
Including the addition, the house contains 1,796 square feet of interior living space, with a rear 
lanai/porch containing 504 square feet and a front porch of 40 square feet.  A floor plan of the 
building as it currently exists is included as Exhibit “B”. 
 
The house is oriented in a linear fashion to create a vista of the Gulf of Mexico from most rooms.  
As is traditional with Vernacular architecture of this period, emphasis was placed on the need to 
utilize the sea breezes of Florida to counter the warm climate, in this case with screened vent 
openings and interior wood openings along the eaves.  According to a member of the Newton 
family, the exterior walls of the building include red cypress taken from the Everglades.  Exterior 
photographs of the home are included as Exhibit “C”. 
 
The interior of the home is noteworthy for its fine craftsmanship, common to such beach homes 
built in the 1950’s.  The flooring consists of yellow pine.  Distinctive interior details include 
natural finishes, exposed rafters, built-in kitchen cabinets of similar natural finish, bi-fold doors 
separating the living area from the waterfront porch, and original utility fixtures. Interior 
photographs of the home are included as Exhibit “D”.  
 
For all of the above reasons, it is recommended that the Historic Preservation Board make a 
finding that  the Seven Seas building embodies the characteristics of an architectural style, period, 
and method of construction typical on Estero Island in that 1940s and 1950s. 
 
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
According to the Applicant, the Seven Seas home served as a central cultural location for 
residents of Fort Myers Beach during the postwar period due to the hospitality of the Newtons.  
Mr. Newton’s book “Uncommon Friends” describes his experiences with influential celebrities 
during his early years living in Fort Myers and through his world-wide work with the Moral Re-
Armament movement.  When some of these celebrities visited the Newtons at their beach home, 
the Newtons would invite other residents to meet them.  A list of the notable people claimed to 
have visited the Newtons, including leaders of business, sports, government, religion, and the 
arts, is included herein as Exhibit “E.” 
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According to the Applicant, the Newtons’ involvement with people of national stature, along with 
Mr. Newton’s role in the postwar development of Estero Island, make the Newtons people of 
local cultural significance, even though some of these people did not visit the “Seven Seas” 
structure. 
 
FEATURES 
 
The director recommends the following list of features of the “Seven Seas” structure that require 
specific historic preservation treatments be incorporated in the designation report and resolution, 
with the architect’s report attached an incorporated by reference as Attachment “A”: 
 
Interior cabinetry:   
Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood. 
 
Exposed structural and nonstructural interior wood finishes:   
Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood where exposed. 
 
Exterior wood: 
Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood. 
 
Ventilation features: 
Maintain appearance of visible openings following rehabilitation. 
 
Interior flooring: 
Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Staff recommends that the “Seven Seas” structure located on the subject property is eligible for 
consideration by the HPB for designation as a historic resource under LDC Chapter 22. Staff 
further recommends that the list of features specified above be incorporated into the designation 
report and resolution as specific guidelines for historic preservation treatments of the structure, 
with reference to the architect’s report contained within Attachment “A” regarding specific 
features. 
 
 
Exhibits: 
A – Legal description of the subject property 
B – Current floor plan of the “Seven Seas” structure 
C – Exterior photographs of the “Seven Seas” structure 
D – Interior photographs of the “Seven Seas” structure 
E – List of well-known people claimed to have visited the Newton family 
 
Attachments: 
A – Applicant’s application, including a report by Renker Eich Parks Architects on the Newton 
Property 



HDD2008-0007 
Exhibit “A” 

 
Lots 1, 2, and 6, Block H, HYDE PARK SUBDIVISION, as recorded in Plat Book 7, 
Page 26, Public Records of Lee County, Florida. 
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Jim and Ellie Newton – Seven Seas 
Partial Guest List 

 
 
Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
Jon, Land, Anne Spencer, Reeve, and Scott Lindbergh 
Their Royal Majesties, King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania 
His Eminence Cardinal Franz Koenig of Vienna, Austria (known as the Red Cardinal for 
his work behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War, visiting priests with 
encouragement) 
Rajmohan Gandhi grandson of Mahatma Gandhi 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Phillips of Holland, chairman of Phillips Worldwide Industries, 
and creator of cassettes, electric shavers, telecommunications systems, etc. 
Dr. Ernie Vande Weghe, star Knicks basketball player in 1950’s, author and professional 
teams physician 
Mrs. Vande Weghe, Coleen, Miss America of the Early 1950’s 
Glenn Close, Hollywood film star 
Morgan Firestone, grandson of Harvey, entrepreneur in his own right 
British diplomat, A.R.K. “Archie Mackinzie” 
Sir Conrad Hunte, West Indian International cricketer from Barbados 
Mitchell and Bruce Bingham, sons of Hiram Bingham, who re-discovered Machu Pichu, 
lost city of the Incas 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hallward, owner of Montreal Star Newspaper, plus forests and 
paper mill: reporter in Moscow in 1917 when the revolution broke out 
Mr. William Grogan, International Vice President, Transport Worker Union, Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (CIO) 
John Riffe, Executive Vice President of CIO 
Al Kuettner, UPI Atlanta bureau manager during civil rights struggle 
Bunny Austin, British tennis champion, and his wife 
Phyllis Konstam, British stage and film actress 
Dr. Sylvia Earle, Explorer-in-Residence for National Geographic 
Gordon Wise of Australia, international director of Moral ReArmament 
Dr. Paul Campbell, Canadian director of Moral ReArmament 
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Florida Site File No. none 
 

TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION DESIGNATION REPORT 

 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or 
districts pursuant to Town of Fort Myers Beach Land Development Code, Chapter 22, Historic Preservation. 
 

Name of Property 
Historic Name:   Seven Seas 
 
Other Names/Site Number:   Newton home; portion of James and Eleanor Newton Estate 

 
Location 

Street & Number:   4650 Estero Boulevard 
 
City, Town, Zip:   Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 
 
STRAP Number:   29-46-24-W3-0080H.0010 

 

Classification 
 Number of Resources Within Property 

Ownership of 
Property 

Category of Property Contributing  Non-Contributing 

  
private 

 
 

 
building(s) 

 
1 

 
building(s) 

 

 
 

 
public-local 

  
district 

  
sites 

 

  
public-state 

  
site 

  
structure 

 

  
public-federal 

  
structure 

  
objects 

 

    
object 

 
1 

 
Total 

 

 
Official Actions 

Date of Petition for Designation: 28 October 2008 
 
Date the Designation Report was filed with the Historic Preservation Board:  
 
Date of Historic Preservation Board's written resolution:  
 
Resolution No.:  
 
Date Designation is recorded:  
 
Initiated by: Town of Fort Myers Beach 
 

Designation 
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  Designated as an individual historic resource. 
  Designated as an individual archaeological site. 
  Designated as a historic district. 
  Designated as an archaeological zone. 
  Designated as an archaeological district. 
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Designation Report for Individual Buildings or Sites per Town of Fort Myers Beach Land 
Development Code (LDC) Chapter 22 Historic Preservation 

 
LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) a - A physical description of the building, structure or site and its character-
defining features, accompanied by photographs. (Please attach) 

Statement attached:   yes   � no    
  

Architectural Classification Vernacular, American 
 

Materials 
foundations Driven wood piles 
walls Exterior: 1x12 vertical wood board; Interior: 1x6 vertical wood bevel-edged cypress 
roof Ninety pound roll roofing 
other Floor framing: 2x10 yellow pine; yellow pine flooring; hexagonal tile in bath 

 
Photographs attached:   yes   � no   (3x5 or larger) 
 
The James and Eleanor Newton residence referred to as Seven Seas is located at 4650 Estero 
Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 on Lots 3 and 4 of the Hyde Park subdivision 
(Attachments 1 and 2). The STRAP number is 29-46-24-W3-0080H.0010. This structure is a portion 
of the Newton Estate occupying Lots 1 to 6 of Hyde Park. The Newton Estate contains two 
structures: the Seven Seas and the Newton cottage at 4610 Estero Boulevard. The cottage was 
relocated to the property in 1944 and later owned by the Newtons (Attachment 3). This designation 
application is for the Seven Seas building. 
 
Seven Seas is a one-story wood frame residence constructed in 1953-1954. The main house area 
contains 2 bedrooms and 2 baths to which a 1 bedroom, 1 bath, and living room guest suite was 
added in 1960. This portion of the structure has a separate outdoor entrance and was later used as a 
real estate office. The base floor area of the structure including the 1960 addition is 1,741 square feet 
with an enclosed back porches/lanai contributing an additional 496 square feet and other porches 
contributing 40 square feet. 
 
The Seven Seas building is a long, linear vernacular structure atypical of 1950s style architecture 
when the multi-level “rancher” was the primary residential construction. In contrast to the “rancher”, 
Seven Seas was positioned to take visual advantage of the Gulf of Mexico using Florida materials 
including red cypress and heart pine and contains features such a vent openings with screens and 
interior wood doors along the eaves to provide ventilation.  
 
The interior of the structure has natural finishes, exposed rafters, and built-in kitchen cabinets of 
similar material. Interior bi-fold doors that separate the living area from the enclosed west porch, the 
kitchen, and interior trim are of particularly fine quality and craftsmanship. A Photo Exhibit Plan for 
Seven Seas and photographs of existing conditions from Exhibit 3.4 of the Cultural Resource 
Enhancement Plan for Newton Beach Park, prepared for the Town by Renker Eich Parks Architects 
and dated March 2007 are provided (Attachment 4). 
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LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) b - A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural, archaeological, or 
other significance of the building, structure, or site as defined by the criteria for designation 
established by this chapter (see Sec 22-204 Criteria for Designation).  The statement could include 
discussion of specific topics such as, but not limited to period of significance, significant dates, 
cultural application, architect/builder, significant person. (Please attach) 

       Statement attached:   yes   � no    
 

The significance of Seven Seas has been evaluated by John Parks, AIA, Principal of Renker Eich 
Parks Architects as potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
according to criteria detailed in the Natural Register Bulletin and provided for the Town of Fort 
Myers Beach in the Cultural Resource Enhancement Plan for Newton Beach Park. Attachment 5 
contains Section 4.5 of this report (pages 4-2 to 4-4) specific to Seven Seas historic context and 
Section 4.7 (pages 4-5 to 4-6) that is a review of the integrity (location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association). In summary, the building is evaluated as significant in both 
architecture and social history and maintains the integrity of six of seven National Register Criteria. 
The supporting documentation for this opinion is the property’s architecture and unique history. The 
most complete history developed to date of the property is contained within the same report as 
Section 1: Historic Documentation and Significance with relevant portions provided as Attachments 
6 to 9 including historic photographs. 
 
As an abbreviated summary of this material, Jim Newton gained notoriety through the publication of 
his book, “Uncommon Friends” where he details personal relationships with key figures of the 
twentieth century including Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, Charles Lindbergh, and 
Dr. Alex Carrel. While these relationships were formed largely in Fort Myers, Charles and Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh visited the Newton’s at Seven Seas on a number of occasions and Fort Myers 
Beach served as the launch for joint sailing ventures on their sailboat Aldebaran. Through the 
Newton’s involvement in the Moral Re-Armament (MRA) movement other internationally known 
persons also visited the property including Henry Wilfred “Bunny” Austin, Cardinal Konig, Frits 
Phillips, King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania, Gordon Wise, among others (Attachments 7 
and 9). Jim Newton’s book “Uncommon Friends” and two of Ellie Newton’s published works 
“Echoes from the Heart” and “I always wanted adventure” were penned at Seven Seas. While some 
of the above named historical figures and movements are controversial, these associations represent 
a unique facet of the history of Fort Myers Beach. Seven Seas was constructed by the Newtons and 
served as a major focus of their lives on the island as they lived, worked, and entertained. The period 
of significance is the tenure of the Newtons on the property: 1953-2003. 
 
In terms of architecture, while the exterior of the structure can be characterized as undistinguished, 
the interior quality, craftsmanship, and finishes are exceptional and typical of beach cottages for 
their time period. Interior finishes are largely intact including original light fixtures. The house was 
constructed in place, resulting in integrity of location that is reflected in architectural details that 
provide ventilation and other advantages of its coastal setting. Good examples of this type of 
residence, in contrast to the more ubiquitous “rancher” style, are already rare and will increasingly 
be so. 
 
In the context of south Florida’s second major land boom and the ongoing development of Fort 
Myers Beach for residential use, the Seven Seas is a typical but fine example of residential 
construction on the island. Jim and Ellie Newton and the time spent in this building hosting many 
events that attracted internationally known persons are also significant in terms of island social 
history. Therefore, based on the information provided above and in the attached documents, the 
Seven Seas residence of Jim and Ellie Newton satisfies applicable criteria for designation in the 
Town’s Land Development Code.  
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Applicable Criteria (check all that apply) 

  
Section 22-204(a) 1 2 3 4  5 
Section 22-204(b) 1 2 3 4  5 
Section 22-204(c) 1 2 3 4   
Section 22-204(d) 1 2 3 4  5 
Section 22-204(e) 1 2 3 4  5  6

 
 
LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) c - A description of the existing condition of the building, structure, or site, 
including any potential threats or other circumstances that may affect the integrity of the building, 
structure, of site. (Please attach) 

      Statement attached:   yes   � no    
 

The existing conditions of Seven Seas were evaluated by John Parks, AIA, Principal of Renker 
Eich Parks Architects in late 2006 and early 2007 and provided as Section 3.3 of the above named 
report (Attachment 10). 
 
In summary, the original portion of the building is in fair to good condition owing largely to the 
choice of materials in construction. The 1960 addition is in poor to fair condition, having received 
more significant damage in 2004 due to Hurricane Charley. The roof was replaced in fall 2004 and 
shutters installed towards the Gulf to stabilize the structure. Since that time the structure has been 
vacant with utility service disconnected. A recent inspection by John Parks demonstrated no 
evidence of mold or mildew in the structure. Dry wood termite damage has continued, primarily in 
the 1960 addition and quotes have been received for treatment. The Town has secured the building 
with temporary chain link fencing. 
 
 
LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) d - A statement of rehabilitative or adaptive use proposals. (Please attach) 

Statement attached:   yes   � no    
 
The Town of Fort Myers Beach purchased the Newton Estate in 2003 with state and county grant 
assistance to develop a beachfront park with interpretive exhibits, community meeting space, and 
restroom and beach bathhouse facilities. A preliminary plan for the site is provided (Attachment 
11). 
 
The Seven Seas is particularly well suited for providing community meeting space with wall-
mounted interpretive exhibits. Slight modifications will be required to meet accessibility 
requirements and other buildings codes as necessary. Specific accessibility requirements include 
minimum of 32” clear door openings, operation of doors with lever handle latches, and 
modification of thresholds to rise no more than ½”. While construction documents detailing these 
changes are not yet available, architectural drawings detailing the existing floor plan (Attachment 
12), proposed floor plan (Attachment 13), and a furniture plan (Attachment 14) demonstrating the 
use of Seven Seas are provided for review.  
 
As detailed on the plans provided, the 1960s addition to the structure is utilized to provide 
restroom/changing room facilities with the main structure utilized for meeting space and 
interpretive exhibits. The furniture plan provides information on the size of groups that could 
utilize the facility. The lanai is proposed to be reconstructed and used as a covered picnic pavilion. 
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Many requirements in the Town’s agreements with Florida Communities Trust (FCT) and Lee 
County entered into during acquisition reference the historical significance of the Newton Estate. 
As the residence of Jim and Ellie Newton and the location of visits by renowned historical figures, 
the Town seeks to retain Seven Seas in its current location and restore the structure in accordance 
with the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Structures. This 
recommendation is consistent with that of the Division of Historical Resources, Florida 
Department of State (Attachment 15). In addition, reuse of this historic structure at Newton Park 
provides for park amenities without costly new construction. 
 
Funds for the restoration of the Seven Seas are contained within the Town of Fort Myers Beach 
FY09 budget from park impact fees, with the development of Newton Park funded by a $500,000 
grant from the Tourist Development Council.  
 
 
LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) e - A location map, showing relevant zoning and land use information. 
(Please attach) 

      Statement attached:   yes   � no                     Map attached:   yes   � no 
 

A location map is provided as Attachment 1. Following acquisition of the property by the Town in 
2003, the land use designation was changed to recreation. Current zoning is Residential 
Conservation.  

 
 
LDC - Sec. 22-202 (1) f - The Director’s recommendations concerning the eligibility of the 
building, structure, or site for designation pursuant to this chapter, and a listing of those features of 
the building’s structure or site which require specific historic preservation treatments.  
(Please attach) 

     Statement attached:  � yes    no    
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Chapter 22 - Sec. 22-204. Criteria for Designation. 
 

(a) Significance generally. The historic preservation board shall have the authority to designate historic 
resources based upon their significance in the town’s or county’s history, architecture, archaeology or 
culture, or for their integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, or associations, and 
because they: 
 

(1) Are associated with distinctive elements of the cultural, social, political, economic, scientific, 
religious, prehistoric, or architectural history that have contributed to the pattern of history in the 
community, the county, southwestern Florida, the state, or the nation; 
 
(2) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;  
 
(3) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style, or method of construction or are 
the work of a master; or possess high artistic value or represent a distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; 
 
(4) Have yielded or are likely to yield information on history or prehistory; or  
 
(5) Are listed or have been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 
(b) Historical or cultural significance. A historic resource shall be deemed to have historical or cultural 
significance if it is: 
 

(1) Associated with the life or activities of a person of importance in local, state, or national 
history; 
 
(2) The site of a historic event with a significant effect upon the town, county, state, or nation; 
 
(3) Associated in a significant way with a major historic event; 
 
(4) Exemplary of the historical, political, cultural, economic, or social trends of the community in 
history; or 
 
(5) Associated in a significant way with a past or continuing institution which has contributed 
substantially to the life of the community. 

 
(c) Architectural or aesthetic significance. A historic resource shall be deemed to have architectural or 
aesthetic significance if it fulfills one or more of the following criteria: 
 

(1) Portrays the environment in an era of history characterized by one or more distinctive 
architectural styles; 
 
(2) Embodies the characteristics of an architectural style, period, or method of construction; 
 
(3) Is a historic or outstanding work of a prominent architect, designer, or landscape  

 
(4) Contains elements of design, detail, material, or craftsmanship which are of outstanding quality 
or which represented, in its time, a significant innovation, adaptation or response to the south 
Florida environment. 
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(d) Archaeological significance. A historic resource shall be deemed to have archaeological 
significance if it meets one or more of the following criteria: 
 

(1) There is an important historical event or person associated with the site; 
 
(2) The quality of the site or the data recoverable from the site is significant enough that it would 
provide unique or representative information on prehistoric or historical events; 
 
(3) The site was the locus of discrete types of activities such as habitation, religious, burial, 
fortification, etc.; 
 
(4) The site was the location of historic or prehistoric activities during a particular period of time; 
or 
 
(5) The site maintains a sufficient degree of environmental integrity to provide useful 
archaeological data. Such integrity shall be defined as follows: 
 

a. The site is intact and has had little or no subsurface disturbance; or 
b. The site is slightly to moderately disturbed, but the remains have considerable potential for 

providing useful information. architectural value, or is the surviving structure most 
importantly associated with a historic event or person. 
 

(e) Properties Not generally eligible. Properties not generally considered eligible for designation include 
cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used 
for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, buildings or sites 
primarily commemorative in nature, reconstructed historic buildings, and properties that have achieved 
significance less than 50 years prior to the date the property is proposed for designation.  However, such 
properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the criteria described in this 
section or if they fall within one or more of the following categories:  
 

(1) A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction of 
historical importance.  
 
(2) A building or structure removed from its location but which is primarily significant for 
architectural value, or is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic event 
or person. 
 
(3) A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no other 
appropriate site or building directly associated with his productive life. 
 
(4) A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent 
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events. 
 
(5) A property primarily commemorative in nature if design, age, tradition, or symbolic 
value have invested it with its own historical significance. 
 
(6) A building, structure, site, or district achieving significance less than 50 years from the date it 
is proposed for designation if it is of exceptional historical importance.  
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Newton Beach Park

Year 1 2 Lots 3 and 4 Lot 5 6

1935

Hyde Park Dev. Co. to 
Roberta N. Whittemore 
4/29/35

Hyde Park Dev. Co. to 
Roberta N. Whittemore 
4/29/35

1936

F. Lynn Gerald Special 
Master in Chancery to 
Roberta N. Whitmore 
9/25/36

Robley D. Newton and Jane 
T. Newton to Eleanor 
Aymai Allison 2/9/40

Robley D. Newton and Jane 
T. Newton to Eleanor 
Aymai Allison 2/9/40

1952

Roberta N. Whittemore to 
Eleanor F. Newton  5/19/52

Roberta N. Whittemore to 
Eleanor F. Newton  5/19/52

1953 Roberta N. Whitmore to 
Eleanor F. Newton 1/7/53

1966
Eleanor Aymai Allison to 
Alanson P. White Jr. and 
Janice M. White 10/15/66

Eleanor Aymai Allison to 
Alanson P. White Jr. and 
Janice M. White 10/15/66

1968
Alanson P. White Jr. and 
Janice M. White to B.M. 
Hallward Trustees 6/21/68

Alanson P. White Jr. and 
Janice M. White to B.M. 
Hallward Trustees 6/21/68

1972 B.M. Hallward Trustees to 
Eleanor F. Newton 8/12/72

B.M. Hallward Trustees to 
Eleanor F. Newton 8/12/72

1984
Eleanor F. Newton James 
D. Newton & Assoc., Inc. 
5/15/84

1994

James D. Newton & 
Assoc., Inc.  to James D. 
Newton & Eleanor F. 
Newton 12/8/94

July 
2000

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton James D 
Revocable Living Trust to 
Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Trust A Trust B 
7/10/2000

Aug 
2000

Newton Eleanor F to 
Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Ford Trust 08/14/2000

Newton Eleanor F to 
Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Ford Trust 08/14/2000

Newton Eleanor F to 
Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Ford Trust 08/14/2000

2003

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Forde Trust and  Eriksson 
Vernon T L Trustee 
Newton James D Trust to 
the Trust For Public Land 
8/13/2003

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Forde Trust and  Eriksson 
Vernon T L Trustee 
Newton James D Trust to 
the Trust For Public Land 
8/13/2003

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Forde Trust and  Eriksson 
Vernon T L Trustee 
Newton James D Trust to 
the Trust For Public Land 
8/13/2003

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Forde Trust and  Eriksson 
Vernon T L Trustee 
Newton James D Trust to 
the Trust For Public Land 
8/13/2003

Eriksson Vernon T L 
Trustee Newton Eleanor 
Forde Trust and  Eriksson 
Vernon T L Trustee 
Newton James D Trust to 
the Trust For Public Land 
8/13/2003

2003
Trust for Public Land to 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 
11/18/2003

Trust for Public Land to 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 
11/18/2003

Trust for Public Land to 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 
11/18/2003

Trust for Public Land to 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 
11/18/2003

Trust for Public Land to 
Town of Fort Myers Beach 
11/18/2003

Some Dates Shown are Dates Deed is Recorded
Hyde Park Lots - Block H

Ownership 
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13:  Living Room Looking North 14:  West Porch Looking North

15: Kitchen 16:  Bedroom #1 
Looking Northeast
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19:  Office #2 Looking South 20:  Office #1 Looking South

21: Bath #2
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C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or  

D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history.”  
(http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/nrb15_2.htm) 

 
The history of the Cottage is significant for one of the above four reasons. It does embody the 
distinctive characteristics of the architecture of its time. The Architecture of the Cottage is 
locally significant, and there are enough remaining intact design elements of the building to allow 
for the restoration of the Cottage.  
 
The third criterion for historic context is “whether it is a type of property that has relevance 
and importance in illustrating the historic context.”   The Cottage property is not relevant in 
illustrating the historic context. The building because of its relocation does not address the site, 
though the main front of the house has been oriented to the ocean, a typical beach cottage would 
have had a second primary entrance on the beach side.   
 
The fourth criterion for historic context is: “how the property illustrates that history.”  The 
Cottage because of its unknown history and relocation to the property does not illustrate the 
history. 
 
The last criterion for historic context is: “whether the property possesses the physical features 
necessary to convey the aspect of prehistory or history with which it is associated.”   The 
Cottage does possess enough of the physical features so that it could be restored to an earlier 
period if that was desired. 
 
 
4.4 Seven Seas – Architectural Description 
 
The Seven Seas house was built during the years 1953/1954 and shows many details which are 
indicative of this time period.  The building is a long linear structure which parallels the Gulf of 
Mexico. According to Robley Greilick the house was built using tide water red cypress from the 
Everglades and heart pine on the interior.  The 1950s vernacular building has many unique 
features and uses natural ventilation, has natural finishes on the interior, an exposed structural 
system on the roof, kitchen hardware especially the decorative hardware on the sliding panel at the 
kitchen cabinets and the bi-fold doors between the living room and the original west porch. 
 
See Section 3 of this report for detailed building and material information and an explanation of 
changes to the building over time. 
 
 
4.5 Seven Seas - Historic Context and Significance  
 
The first of the five criteria for historic context is “the facet of prehistory or history of the local 
area, State, or the nation that the property represents.”  The facet of history that the Seven 
Seas House represents is in the theme areas of “Architecture” and “Social History”.  
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The second criterion for historic contexts is “whether that facet of prehistory or history is 
significant.”  The context of Estero Island is the ongoing development of the island for residential 
use.  Seven Seas which is located along Estero Boulevard and  facing the Gulf of Mexico is typical 
of the post World War II building pattern on the island,  Seven Seas is significant in 
“Architecture” because of how it differs from the prevailing idiom of the day, which would have 
been a “rancher”.  A “rancher” is a multiple level residential structure with large picture windows 
and interior plaster finishes.  Another definitive feature of the “rancher” is the plan which is 
typically long and linear, long hallways, multiple bedrooms and bathrooms, split level with a 3 in 
12 slope roof.   In Seven Seas the craftsmanship of the finishes and the interior hardware, the use 
of natural ventilation, the orientation to the Gulf, the unique bi-fold doors, exposed wood structure 
all make it a fairly unique example of 1950s architecture.  It is specifically adapted to its site 
conditions and was built specifically to address these site conditions.    
 
Seven Seas is significant in “Social History” because of its connection to the Newtons and to the 
Newtons significant friends who spent time with them at Seven Seas.  Both Jim and Ellie Newton 
spent many years of their lives traveling the United States and the World working for Moral Re-
Armament (MRA).  Though the group may have been controversial in some areas, they were still 
a significant force in the culture of the day. 
 
The history of Seven Seas is significant in two of the four National Register Criteria for 
Significance in the association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; and the association with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

 
Seven Seas is significant for the following reasons: 
 
Under Criterion A it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; the Newtons entertained many nationally significant people in this 
house.  They hosted large teas in which 50 people would be invited to meet the visiting person or 
persons.  See the lists of people known to have spent time at Seven Seas in Exhibit 2.8.1 and 2.8.2. 
 
Under Criterion B it is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; which are 
James and Eleanor Newton and their friends.  James Newton is best known for authoring the book 
“Uncommon Friends”.  Eleanor Newton was also a writer, publishing three books.  Both are 
known for their international work for MRA. In addition many of these people who they met 
through MRA visited Seven Seas.  See the lists noted above of their guests. 
 
The third criterion for historic context is “whether it is a type of property that has relevance 
and importance in illustrating the historic context.”   The Seven Seas property is relevant to the 
illustrating historic context through its unique architecture and details which specifically address 
its location.  Louvers designed to provide natural ventilation are a unique feature. 
 
The fourth criterion for historic context is: “how the property illustrates that history.”  Seven 
Seas illustrates that history through the construction techniques used to address its specific site and 
prevailing environmental conditions. 
 
The last criterion for historic context is: “whether the property possesses the physical features 
necessary to convey the aspect of prehistory or history with which it is associated.”   Seven 
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Seas is a highly intact building. Original materials are seen throughout, both interior and exterior.  
Minimal changes have taken place over time and are easily identified and restored.  Original 
materials can be seen in all walls, doors, floors, exterior siding, cabinetry and finishes.  Even 
original light fixtures remain in the building. 
 
The craftsmanship seen in photographs and noted in Seven Seas indicate that it is an outstanding 
example of mid twentieth century vernacular construction.   
 
4.6 Integrity- Cottage 
 
The National Register Criteria establish seven aspects of integrity and defines integrity as the 
ability of a property to convey its significance.  These are location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association.   
 
Location is defined as “the place where the historic property was constructed or the place 
where the historic event occurred.”  National Register criteria states: “Moved properties must 
still have an orientation, setting, and general environment that are comparable to those of the 
historic location”. This house has been described as a typical beach cottage.  This house was not 
built at the beach, or for this site and was actually built in the interior of the state.  The Cottage is 
not in its original location, so does not have integrity of location. 
 
Design is defined as “the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, 
and style of a property.”  The design and plan of the Cottage are clear. 
 
Setting is defined as “the physical environment of a historic property.”   Setting refers not to 
the place but to the character of a place. The character of place of the Cottage is primarily retained. 
The views from the Cottage to the Gulf of Mexico are probably very much the same as they were 
when the house was relocated.  Surrounding development to the north, south and east have 
changed the quality of the setting on those sides. The house has had extensive vegetation added to 
the grounds over the years since the house was relocated.  This exotic vegetation is now gone as a 
requirement of the agreement with Florida Communities Trust whose funds were used in part to 
finance the purchase of the park.  New plantings of native species are required and ongoing, but 
will probably never reach the density and intensity of the earlier landscape.  The Cottage does not 
have integrity of setting. 
 
Materials are defined as “the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a 
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic 
property.”  The materials from the original construction of the Cottage are primarily intact and it 
does have integrity of materials. 
 
Workmanship is defined as “the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or 
people during any given period in history or prehistory.”  The evidence of the original 
craftsmanship and skill is evident in most aspects in most portions of the Cottage; the Cottage has 
integrity of workmanship in the original portions of the building. 
 
Feeling is defined as “a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular 
period of time.”  This Cottage retains most elements which define its period of construction.  The 
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five panel doors, door and window trim and built in cabinets in the house are one good example.  
Other details which are indicative of its time period are the 6/1 double hung sash windows. 
 
Association is defined as “the direct link between an important historic event or person and a 
historic property.”  The Cottage has had a series of owners over time.  No significant events are 
known to have taken place in this house. 
 
The Cottage when restored will have integrity of four of the above seven criteria; design, 
workmanship, materials and feeling.  
 
 
4.7 Integrity – Seven Seas 
 
The National Register Criteria establish seven aspects of integrity and defines integrity as the 
ability of a property to convey its significance.  These are location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association.   
 
Location is defined as “the place where the historic property was constructed or the place 
where the historic event occurred.”  Seven Seas is in its original location. 
 
Design is defined as “the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, 
and style of a property.”  The design and plan of Seven Seas are clear.  There was one major 
addition to the building in the 1960s, which clearly shows as an addition though there were 
attempts made to match the materials and mirror the plan of the 1954 house. 
 
Setting is defined as “the physical environment of a historic property.”   Setting refers not to 
the place but to the character of a place. The character of place of Seven Seas is mostly intact.  The 
views from Seven Seas to the Gulf of Mexico are probably very much the same as they were in 
1954.  Surrounding development to the north, south and east have changed the quality of the 
setting on those sides. The house has had extensive vegetation added to the grounds over the years 
since the house was constructed in 1954.  This exotic vegetation is now gone as a requirement of 
the agreement with Florida Communities Trust whose funds were used in part to finance the 
purchase of the park.  New plantings of native species are required and ongoing, but will probably 
never reach the density and intensity of the landscape during the years that the Newtons occupied 
the property, Seven Seas does not have integrity of setting for this reason. 
 
Materials are defined as “the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a 
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic 
property.”  The materials of Seven Seas construction of 1954 are highly intact.  Exterior and 
interior finishes remain the same as originally constructed, even down to the light fixtures and 
kitchen cabinets.  With the 2003 period of restoration, the main body of the house and the building 
materials are intact.  The last known change to the building was the addition of the translucent 
corrugated fiberglass panels covering the porch roof. 
 
Workmanship is defined as “the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or 
people during any given period in history or prehistory.”  The evidence of the original 
craftsmanship and skill is evident in many portions of Seven Seas.  Historic photographs and 
narratives show that the workmanship seen today is the original workmanship dating to the 
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construction of the house.  Details such as the operable louvers for ventilation, the 1950s pine 
paneling, the hardware and the unique bi-fold doors allowing the house to be opened to the Gulf 
are evidence of innovative construction of the 1950s period. 
 
Feeling is defined as “a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular 
period of time.”  This building retains many elements which define its period of construction.  
The paneling and light fixtures are an example.  The history as defined by the years that the 
Newtons lived in the house can be clearly portrayed with the restoration of the house and its use as 
a place for small meetings. 
 
Association is defined as “the direct link between an important historic event or person and a 
historic property.”  As the house of Jim and Eleanor Newton this house has a strong association 
with their lives and their visitors, many of these visitors were significant international figures.   
 
Seven Seas when restored will have integrity of six of the above seven criteria; location, design, 
workmanship, materials, feeling and association.   
 
 
4.8 Period of Significance- Cottage 
 
There have been changes to the original plan and configuration of the building that it is not 
possible with what is currently known about the Cottage to determine a period of significance.  
There is also no historical record of any person of significance or any historic events having a 
direct link to this building. 
 
While the Cottage has some unique architectural details such as the five panel doors, window and 
door trim and the coquina fireplace, the building is not unique enough for the architecture to be the 
sole factor which determines significance. 
 
 
4.9. Period of Significance- Seven Seas 
 
The major period of architectural significance for Seven Seas is the years that the house was 
inhabited and used by Jim and Eleanor Newton.  The longest period of time without architectural 
change would be the years form the 1960s when the north addition was added through the late 
1990s addition of the ramp on the east elevation.  The period of significance for the house is 1954-
2003. 
 
 
4.10  Recommendations - Cottage 
 
The Cottage should be repaired on the interior and restored on the exterior.  The house should be 
repaired on the interior to return the finishes to their pre-hurricane state, all of the exterior features 
should be restored to return them to their original appearance in order to maintain the integrity of 
the site.  For example the asbestos siding and aluminum windows should be removed to expose 
the original wood siding and to replace the missing wood sash windows.   
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an effort to bring people closer to God.  In 1929 she was part of a large group which visited South 
Africa where they were dubbed “The Oxford Group”.   They were not paid for their work there 
and relied on gifts and hospitality. In the early 1930’s she worked in Canada and then returned to 
New York in the late 1930s.  In the late 1930’s the Oxford Group becomes known as “Moral Re-
Armament” (MRA).   (Newton, Eleanor. 1992, 4-11) 
 
Many of the people that Ellie Newton would come to know during her travels, were associates of 
the Oxford Group which later came to be known as Moral Re-Armament.  The following two 
paragraphs give background on this spiritual organization: 
 

“The Oxford Group was a Christian organization founded by American Christian 
missionary Dr. Frank Buchman. ...The group promoted a belief in divine guidance: one 
should wait for God to give direction in every aspect of life and surrender to that advice. 
Buchman's program emphasized acknowledgment of offenses against others, making 
restitution to those sinned against, and promoting the group to the public. 
Prior to World War II, the Oxford Group changed its name to Moral Re-Armament and 
believed that divine guidance would prevent war from breaking out. …Moral Re-
Armament would eventually change its name again, to Initiatives of Change.” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Group) 

 
“Moral Re-Armament (MRA) was an international religious movement that, in 1938, grew 
out of the Reverend Frank N. D. Buchman's Oxford Group. One of the first uses of the 
term was in 1938, when H. W. Austin edited the book Moral Rearmament (The Battle for 
Peace). … The origin of the movement's name lay in the political climate of the late 1930s, 
in which the re-militarization of post-WWI Germany was a contentious issue. The 
rejoinder of the Oxford Group and MRA was that the world needed not military re-
armament, but moral re-armament. The movement had Christian roots, and grew into an 
informal, international network of people of all faiths and backgrounds. It was based 
around what it calls 'the Four Absolutes' (honesty, purity, unselfishness, love) and 
encouraged its members to be actively involved in political and social issues. One of the 
movement's core ideas, especially popular during the Cold War, was that changing the 
world starts with seeking change in oneself.”(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_Re-
Armament) 

 
In spite of the work that MRA strove to do for change and peace, there were controversies 
surrounding Moral Re-Armament in the years during and after World War II.  Even though one of 
the major reasons for founding MRA was to fight totalitarianism and militarism, Buchman made 
the comment in 1936 “I thank heaven for a man like Adolf Hitler, who built a front line of defense 
against the anti-Christ of Communism...Of course I don't condone everything the Nazis do.”  
Another controversy surrounded the issues of pacifism, the draft and service during the war. 
(http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/moralrearm.html) 
 
MRA continued to evolve after the controversies at the end of World War II and was then 
renamed.  In 1965 part of the movement focusing on young people became known as “Up with 
People” and MRA is currently known as Initiatives of Change.  “Initiatives of Change works on 
the principle that changes in people's motives, attitudes and behavior are not only possible but are 
the only sure basis on which wider lasting change in society can be brought about.” 
(http://www.uk.initiativesofchange.org/abt/history/) 
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Ellie meets James (Jim) Newton in the 1930’s in New York.   She describes meeting Jim Newton: 
“One day a young colleague called Jim Newton came into my office. He was a friend of Thomas 
Edison and Henry Ford and had been right-hand man to Harvey Firestone, President of the 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, before working full time with the Oxford Group.”  He also 
introduces her to Mina Edison in New York.  Ellie then goes on a train journey to California with 
Mrs. Edison, both of them representing MRA. (Newton, Eleanor. 1992, 12-13) 
 
Eleanor Forde married Jim Newton in 1943.  Her sister Roberta was matron of honor and Charles 
Lindbergh was Jim’s best man.   They lived in a small apartment in Petersburg, Virginia after their 
marriage.  (Newton, Eleanor. 1992, 14) 
 
James D. Newton, known as Jim was born in 1905 in Philadelphia.    
 
In 1924 Jim arrives in Fort Myers and starts a development company.  According to T. Willard 
Hunter in his 1998 birthday tribute to Jim on Jim’s 93rd birthday in 1998:  

“When the young man arrived in Florida, his stripped down Model T Ford was piled high 
with 40 samples of trunks and suitcases.  At the tender age of 19, the Belber Trunk & Bag 
Company, because of his fine record in New England, had made him sales manager for the 
six southeastern states.  However his luggage career ended with his arrival in Florida.  He 
saw the opportunities. This was for him.  He sold the trunks and suitcases – his entire 
inventory – to a local furniture store and plunged into real estate development.” (Hunter, 
Willard T., 1998) 

 
He develops Edison Park, 55 acres across the street from the Edison House in Fort Myers.  
Through this he meets Mrs. Edison (Mina Miller Edison) and through her he meets Thomas 
Edison. On April 7, 1926 he officially opens Edison Park and Thomas Edison is there.  (Newton, 
James D. 1987, 2-7) 
 
Jim’s parents move to Florida in 1925 and later purchase the Beach Hotel in 1936.  His father Dr. 
Robley Newton is a physician and his mother Jane T. Newton, runs the Beach Hotel.    

“Among the Edison’s many friends were my parents. Dr. and Mrs. Robley Newton.”  
(Newton, James. 1987, 13)   

 
Jim’s father later serves as Edison’s physician in Fort Myers. (Newton, James D., 1987, 20)  The 
Beach Hotel was located across the street from the current location of the Beach Library.  Jean 
Matthew (Interview 11/29/2006) recalls that the Lindberghs stayed at the Beach Hotel during the 
1940’s and that in later years they would stay in Sanibel.  The Beach Hotel plays a prominent role 
in the history of Fort Myers Beach. 
 
In about 1926 he notes in his book his encounter in a place known as Toy Town Tavern with a 
group of college students that changed the direction of his life.  He talks of finding a sense of 
direction and turning his will over to God.  This would lead to his later association with the 
Oxford Group and MRA.  (Newton, James D. 1987, 154-157) 
 
In 1927 Jim Newton meets Henry Ford outside of Edison’s Fort Myers lab.  Edison and Ford were 
close friends; a friendship that evolved over the years after Ford met his boyhood idol Edison and 
was encouraged by Edison in the development of the gasoline engine for his cars.  Ford is 
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relocating one of Edison’s labs to Ford’s museum in Dearborn, Michigan. Jim Newton is asked to 
arrange for the construction of new labs for Edison on the property in Fort Myers, which Ford was 
paying for. (Newton, James D. 1987, 10-11)  Edison autographed a photograph for Jim Newton 
and captioned it “All things come to him who hustles while he waits”. (See Photo 7, Exhibit 2.3.1)  
 
Edison told Jim Newton that beginning in 1915 the Edisons, the Fords and Harvey Firestone and 
his wife had been going on annual camping trips. (Newton, James D, 1987, 16-17) In 1928 Mina 
Ford had invited Charles Lindbergh to Edison’s birthday, he was unable to come, but did plan 
carefully to fly over the house and dips his wings to honor Edison on a flight from St. Louis to 
Havana. (Newton, James D. 1987, 25) 
 
Edison, Ford and Firestone had worked to create synthetic rubber.  The last photograph of the 
three taken together was taken by Jim in 1931. (See Photo 1, Exhibit 2.3.1)  (Newton, James D. 
1987, 27-29) 
 
In the spring of 1928 Jim goes to work for Harvey Firestone and becomes Secretary to President 
Firestone.  He works for Firestone until 1936, holding several important positions including being 
the President of Firestone Realty where he has responsibility for acquiring land for Firestone to 
buy property and build service stations across the country. (Newton, James D. 1987, 38-94) 
 
While working for Firestone Jim notes: “Several weeks after we returned to Akron, I invited Bud 
(Firestone) to go with me to a conference in Denver where he would meet people I knew in what 
was then called the Oxford Group.  It was an informal association of men and women, started by 
an American, Frank Buchman, who were committed to creating sound homes, teamwork in 
industry, and unity within and between nations, based on moral and spiritual change.” (Newton, 
James D. 1987, 84) 
 
Jim resigns from working for Firestone in 1935 in order to pursue his goals with the Oxford 
Group, specifically to work on “teamwork in industry”.  In 1938 the Oxford Group becomes 
known as MRA.  From 1938 to 1942 Jim travels through Europe.    
 
He meets Alexis Carrel in the autumn of 1937 in New York, and Jim tells Carrel:  

“…much as I loved business and had been comfortable with the demands of a big 
company, I felt that the world today needed a moral and spiritual counterbalance to 
materialism, especially if we were to prevent a disastrous war. I was trying, with other 
friends in whatever ways I could, to wake up America.” (Newton, James D. 1987, 122-
123) 

 
Alexis Carrel and Jim have extensive conversations about faith and philosophy.  After meeting 
Carrel in New York Jim later visits Alexis Carrel and his wife Anne-Marie in their island home at 
Saint Gildas off the coast of Brittany.  Alexis Carrel introduces Jim to Charles Lindbergh in New 
York in 1938 and they discuss Jim’s discovery of the spiritual life, much to Jim’s initial 
discomfort.  (Newton, James D. 1987, 138-148, 152-157) 
 
He then sees Charles and Anne Morrow Lindbergh again in Brittany during 1938.   The Carrels 
have arranged for the Lindberghs to stay on an adjacent island and at this point Jim becomes 
friends with the Lindberghs and their children.   
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Anne and Charles Lindbergh sail with Jim from Fort Myers Beach in 1941, traveling down the 
coast to the Everglades and Marco Island.  (Newton, James D. 1987, 219-225)  This is one of three 
such sailing trips that he takes with the Lindberghs, two on the Aldebaran.   Jim also notes that he 
and Charles Lindbergh are working on completely different activities during the lead up to World 
War II.  Jim is working with Moral Re-Armament.  According to Jim Newton, Frank Buchman 
believes that:  

“a heightened dedication and personal effectiveness were needed in the face of world 
crisis.  He believed that America and the democracies needed moral as well as military 
strength.  He also believed that national will and effort in time of war depended on spiritual 
insight, personal sacrifice and discipline”. (Newton, James D. 1987, 229) 

Jim is working to spread this message distributing the handbook; “You can defend America”.  
Meanwhile Charles Lindbergh is working with the America First Committee, working to keep the 
United States out of the war. (Newton, James D. 1987, 228-232)   
 
Jim serves in the Army in World War II.  By 1943 he is an Officer stationed in Petersburg, 
Virginia, married to Ellie and running weapons training for the Army base.   Later in the war he is 
sent to the Philippines and Okinawa.  He returned from the war in ill health and spent a short 
period of time recovering, living at the Beach Hotel in Fort Myers Beach.  Ellie and Jim then 
resumed their full time voluntary work with MRA spending “two years in the Caribbean and a 
year in Pakistan and India”.  (Newton, Eleanor. 1992, 14-15) 
 
According to Eleanor they returned to Fort Myers in the 1960s.  “So we returned to Fort Myers 
Beach, where Jim had worked in property development as a young man.  Roberta and Harris, 
generous as ever, helped us build a small house on the Gulf of Mexico and we set up a small real 
estate business….. Within 5 years we had gown in to a team of 20 associates with four branch 
offices; eventually we had 130 associates and 15 offices.  I got my real estate license at the age of 
71 so that I could help too.  Because of Jims work in the development of Fort Myers in the 1920s, 
and his friendship with Thomas Edison and his neighbor Henry Ford, he is regarded today as one 
of the City Fathers.” (Newton, Eleanor, 1992. 18-19)  Roberta and Harris referred to in the 
paragraph quoted above are Ellie’s sister and brother-in-law, Roberta and Harris Whittemore. 
 
According to an article in Times of the Islands written by Trudi Edelman in her article “Estero 
Island Oasis”:  

“The couple moved to the island in 1965.”  (Edelman, Times of the Islands, 
January/February 2004, 48)  

 
The house that they built is called Seven Seas.  According to Robley Greilick (Jim Newton’s 
niece) “they had no children but there were two families, each with six children, who thought of 
the Newtons as parents/grandparents.  They did a lot of growing up here: Charles and Anne 
Lindbergh and John and Clare Hallward were the families who felt so close.  All children were 
welcome and felt at home here.  Ellie was the best listener ever; Jim did tricks like swallowing a 
knife.”  Jean Matthew (Interview of Jean 11/29/2006) also recalls spending a lot of time at the 
house and with Ellie during her childhood and teenage years.  She also notes that Ellie and Jim 
traveled a lot and spent many summers at Mackinac Island in Michigan, where many people from 
MRA gathered. 
 
In 1976 Jim Newton had his real estate office at the Beach Hotel and in later years across from 
Villa Santini in Fort Myers Beach. (Interview of Fran Myers, 12/06/2006)  Rolfe Schell relates in 
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his book History of Fort Myers Beach, Florida: “Leonard Santini purchased the south end of the 
island from Driftwood Lane for $43,000 from the Koreshan Unity in 1948.” (Schell, 1980, 60)  
“January 1969 was heralded with an announcement that over $600,000 worth of Leonardo Arms 
condominiums had been sold before construction got underway in March – a tribute to James A. 
Newton’s one –upmanship.” (Schell, 1980, 77)  Schell’s book notes the name as James A. 
Newton, but it is assumed that he is discussing James D. Newton. 
 
Vern and Meryl Eriksson were brought into the Newton Real Estate Company in the early 1970’s 
as partners and became President and Vice President of the company after Jim and Ellie retired.  
They were very close friends of Jim and Ellie. The Newtons moved their offices to their house in 
the 1990s.  (Interview of Fran Myers, 12/06/2006) 
 
Jim was perhaps best known for publishing his book “Uncommon Friends” in 1987.  This book 
details his life and his relationships with Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, Alexis 
Carrel and Charles Lindbergh and was written in his office at Seven Seas.   
 
Ellie publishes three books during her life, “The Guidance of God” in 1930 in Oxford, “Echoes 
from the Heart” in 1986 and “I Always Wanted Adventure” in 1992.  She wrote two of these while 
living at Seven Seas. 
  
“In March 1998, Eleanor Forde Newton was presented with an Outstanding Women’s 
Achievement Award, by Florida’s Secretary of State Sandra B. Mortham, for her great 
accomplishments in Florida and around the world, her valuable friendships that have benefited 
thousands, and her spirit which will continue to inspire young people for many years.” ((Newton, 
Eleanor, 1992. afterword) 
 
Jim Newton passed away on October 2, 1999 and Ellie continued to live at Seven Seas until her 
death July 26, 2003. 
 
According to an article in Times of the Islands written by Trudi Edelman in her article “Estero 
Island Oasis”:  

“They supported many local organizations including Edison Community College, the 
Edison and Ford Winter Estates, Hope Hospice, the Boy Scouts and the American Red 
Cross.  The pair also established the Newton Children’s Literature Center for the 
Foundation for Lee County Public Schools, Inc. and endowed the Newton Scholarship at 
Edison Community College for science and math students.” (Edelman, Times of the 
Islands, January/February 2004, 48)  

 
Their papers are now at the Yale Library and their artifacts and photographs are held by the 
Uncommon Friends Foundation.  
 
See Exhibit 2.2.1 for a tribute given to Jim on his 93rd birthday by T. Willard Hunter. 
 
 
2.3 Jim and Ellie Newton’s “Uncommon Friends” 
 
Jim and Ellie Newton had many long friendships with people, both well known and not so well 
known.  Jim documented his relationships with Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, 
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Alexis Carrel and Charles Lindbergh in his book.  Many of their other friendships of people 
around the world were developed through their work and travels with MRA. 
 
The following paragraphs are meant to give a brief explanation of the significance of his 
“Uncommon Friends” and is not meant to be a complete explanation of their accomplishments: 
 
Thomas A. Edison 
Edison is considered to be one of the world’s greatest inventors and maintained a home in Fort 
Myers until his death in 1931.  (http://edison.rutgers.edu/) 
 
Edison held patents for 1,093 products and is probably most famous for creating a practical 
incandescent light bulb. (http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/bledison.htm) 
 
Henry Ford 
Thomas Edison was also close friends with Henry Ford and in 1891 had worked as an engineer 
with Edison Illuminating Company.  Henry Ford is famous for both his gasoline powered first 
automobile the Quadricycle in 1896 and then after staring the Ford Motor Company introduced 
the Model T in 1908.  He is probably most known for his concepts, development and 
implementation of the assembly line and mass production. (http://www.hfmgv.org/exhibits/hf/) 
  
Ford has a home next to Edison in Fort Myers, but never returns to Fort Myers after Edison’s 
death.  Ford maintains a home in Miami Beach and another in Ways, Georgia and Jim Newton 
visits him at those homes.  (Newton, James D. 1987, 98)   
 
Henry Ford was controversial for his anti-Semitic stance, illustrated by his articles published in 
The Dearborn Independent which he owned.   Ford dies in 1947 at age 83 in Dearborn, Michigan. 
(http://www.hfmgv.org/exhibits/hf/) 
 
“Firestone, Ford and Thomas Edison were generally considered the three leaders in American 
industry at the time, and often worked and vacationed together. All three were part of a very 
exclusive group titled "The Millionaires Club".” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvey_Firestone) 
 
Harvey Firestone 
Harvey Firestone also came to visit Edison and Ford in Fort Myers.  Jim originally met Harvey 
Firestone in that setting.  Henry Ford was also close friends with Harvey Firestone.  In 1928 Jim 
Newton goes to Akron to work for Harvey Firestone.  Harvey Firestone born in 1868, died in 1938 
at his Miami home. 

“In 1900 … he established the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company. Firestone relied on 
other companies to manufacture the rubber. His firm simply fastened the rubber to steel 
carriage wheels. In its first year of operation, the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company 
grossed more than 100,000 dollars in profit. In 1903, the company began to manufacture 
rubber, and in 1904, the firm proceeded to develop pneumatic tires for automobiles. In 
1905, Henry Ford placed his first order for tires from Firestone. Firestone immediately 
hired additional workers, raising the number of employees from one dozen to 130. The 
following year, the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company produced more than twenty-eight 
thousand tires and sold more than one million dollars worth of tires. By 1910, the company 
manufactured more than one million tires.  Harvey Firestone remained as president of the 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company until 1932, when he retired from the firm's active 
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management, becoming the chairman of the board of directors instead. Firestone died in 
1938.” (http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=141) 

 
 
Alexis Carrel 
Jim met Alexis Carrel in 1937 through a mutual friend.  One of the first statements that Carrel 
made to Jim showed that they were on the same path: “You understand that man does not live by 
bread alone. Nor does Society. It needs equilibrium between material and spiritual nourishment”. 
(Newton, James D. 1987, 122-123)   

Alexis Carrel was awarded The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1912 "in 
recognition of his work on vascular suture and the transplantation of blood vessels and 
organs".  Born in 1873, he died in 1944. 
(http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/medicine/laureates/1912/) 

 
“Born in Lyon, Carrel practiced in France and in the United States at the University of 
Chicago and the Rockefeller Institute. He developed new techniques in vascular sutures 
and was a pioneer in transplantology and thoracic surgery. Alexis Carrel was also a 
member of learned societies in the U.S., Spain, Russia, Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
France, Vatican City, Germany, Italy and Greece and received honorary doctorates from 
Queen's University of Belfast, Princeton University, California, New York, Brown 
University and Columbia University. He collaborated with American physician Charles 
Claude Guthrie in work on vascular suture and the transplantation of blood vessels and 
organs, and Carrel was awarded the 1912 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for these 
efforts.  Due to his membership of the collaborationist PPF and of his role in implementing 
eugenics policies during Vichy France, he was accused after the war of collaborationism, 
but died before the trial.”  Among other inventions “He co-authored a book with famed 
pilot Charles A. Lindbergh, The Culture of Organs, and worked with Lindbergh in the mid-
1930s to create the "perfusion pump," which allowed living organs to exist outside of the 
body during surgery.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexis_Carrel) 

 
Charles and Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
Charles Lindbergh was an American aviator and was most famous for the first solo nonstop flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927. Charles died in 1974 at his home in Hawaii. Jim Newton first 
met Charles Lindbergh in 1938. (http://www.charleslindbergh.com) 
 
Charles Lindbergh was the best man at wedding of Jim and Ellie, he also taught Jim to fly, and 
told him “have an out” and “you can do more than you think you can” Uncommon Friends Movie, 
2006)  
 
Lindbergh’s actions were controversial because he visited the factories of the Germans prior to 
World War II.  In a conversation with Jim regarding the buildup of the German forces and 
Lindbergh’s information that he had passed on to Washington, Britain and France, Jim asked why 
after giving these governments so much essential information was Lindbergh being called a Nazi 
sympathizer?  Charles responded “If you don’t want to face facts, its sometimes comforting to call 
the bearer of the facts bad names.”  (Newton, James D. 1987, 222-223)  Newton also noted that 
because of Lindbergh’s arguments against getting involved in World War II prior to Pearl Harbor 
he became a central figure in the conflict between pro and anti-war forces. (Newton, James D. 
1987, 228)   
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Anne Morrow Lindbergh was also famous in her own right as the first female licensed glider pilot, 
radio operator flying with Charles Lindbergh, and as an author.   
 
Jean Gottleib relates in her book, Coconuts and Coquinas:  

“In the 1950’s, according to Vi Stefanich, “The Lindberghs were friends of one of the 
islands prominent developers, Jim Newton. Legend has it, according to Lawton, that 
Lindbergh asked Jim Newton to keep “the small sort of cape of land, all woods and ferns 
(that is) behind the school and the library. From its edge, one could watch the boats (and 
the roseate) spoonbills across the bay. It is still not cut down.”  Though the recent history 
of that 43-acre tract has been one of vandalism and neglect, it is being reclaimed as the 
Matanzas Nature Preserve…” (Gottleib, 1999, 50) 

 
Jim in his book Uncommon Friends stated:  

“Knowing them did much to shape my life.  Edison, who never gave up, but turned a 
thousand failures into triumph; Ford, with his imagination constantly grappling with new 
ideas; Firestone, who maintained a rocklike integrity amidst the shifting sands of business 
expediency; Carrel, who could lift you in a single conversation from the street to the stars; 
and Lindbergh, never content to pursue one great purpose, but constantly reaching for ever 
more challenging goals.” (Newton, James D. 1987, 355) 

 
See Exhibit 2.3.1 for photographs of Jim and Ellie Newton and their “Uncommon Friends”. 
 
 
2.4 Uncommon Friends Foundation 
 
The Uncommon Friends Foundation is a non profit organization whose mission: “…is a character 
education foundation whose purpose is to instill ethics, moral values and a sense of purpose in 
tomorrow’s leaders.” (http://www.uncommonfriends.org/)  The website spells out:  “The vision of 
the Uncommon Friend Foundation is to educate people of all ages to develop certain personal 
traits – a spirit of adventure, a sense of purpose, unending personal growth and a commitment to 
helping friends – that James D. Newton observed in the lives of his five uncommon friends, and to 
understand the historical significance of the uncommon friends in shaping the modern world.”  
(http://www.uncommonfriends.org/)   
 
The beginnings of the Uncommon Friends Foundation came about circa 1990 when Jim Newton 
visited Fran Myers after a meeting of the County Commission in which he was awarded a plaque 
for his 50 years of marriage.   Jim asked Fran if she had any ideas as to what should be done with 
all of the things which he had accumulated. (Interview of Fran Myers, 2006) 
 
After this Fran Myers and John Albion went to talk with Jim about his artifacts and his books.  
One thing that he indicated that he wished to accomplish before he died was to put his book in the 
hands of young people, so that they could understand how lives intertwined and how their spiritual 
lives were important, as was a sense of adventure.  He felt that it was important for local school 
children to read the book before visiting the Edison home in 4th grade.  He also had artifacts and 
memorabilia which had been given by Thomas Edison and Charles Lindbergh.  (Interview of Fran 
Myers, 2006) 
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Another meeting was held with Jim Newton, Ellie Newton, John Albion and Fran Myers in 
attendance.  Jim and Ellie did not want to be out in front of the organization, but Jim felt that he 
was the last direct link to Edison. 
 
Uncommon Friends Foundation was founded to educate children and to keep and display these 
artifacts. (Interview of Fran Myers, 2006)   
 
The Foundation began in 1993.  The organization now has character education curricula for 
educational use and in the business world the Foundation has round tables and recognition of 
ethics through a Business Ethics Award. The Foundation has many additional accomplishments 
since 1993 including funding and building a pavilion at the Fort Myers Beach Elementary School.  
(http://www.uncommonfriends.org/) 
 
The Uncommon Friends Foundation is active in supplying scholarships and also runs a Single 
Parent Program at Edison College.  They created a traveling exhibit which features the 
Uncommon Friends and the Newtons which highlights the things they did to shape the world. 
 
 
2.5 History – Cottage (4610 Estero Boulevard- Lots 3 and 4) 
 
The early history of the building is unknown.   
 
According to deed research these lots belonged to Robley D. Newton and Jane T. Newton until 
1940 when they were purchased by Eleanor Aymai Allison.  In 1966 the lots were sold by Allison 
to Alanson P. White and Janice M. White.  In 1968 the Whites sold to B.M. Hallward Trustees 
(the Hallwards were close friends of Jim and Ellie Newton and had wintered in St. Petersburg 
before buying this property).   In 1972 the property was bought by Eleanor Forde Newton.  In 
2003 the property is transferred from the Newton’s trust to The Trust for Public Land and then to 
the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 
 
According to the Florida Master Site File (LL2038) completed by Douglas Hattaway of the Trust 
for Public Land in 2002, Lee County Property Appraiser shows a date of 1944 for construction.   
He also notes that the Estero Island Historical Society says that the structure is actually 100 years 
old. 
 
The house was said to have been built in Alva, a small town upriver from Fort Myers. (Theresa 
Schober Interview of Robley Greilick 7/6/2006) 
 
According to Rebecca L. Harris’s “Historic Cottage Narrative”: “According to Barbara Murphy, 
personal secretary to the Newtons, this house was shipped to Fort Myers Beach as a contiguous 
structure by barge from somewhere north of southwest Florida.” (Harris, 2001)   
 
According to Jean Matthew the Cottage was in place when the Newtons built Seven Seas in 
1953/1954.  She also recalls that the Allisons lived in the house at one time and that the house was 
barged in by the Allisons. (Interview of Jean Matthew, 11/29/2006) 
 
Prior to 1968 when their friend Bernard Hallward bought the Cottage property the Newtons had no 
relationship to that property.  They later bought the property from the Hallwards estate in an effort 
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to “square off” the property.  Robley stated that they used the property as a long term rental.  
(Interview of Robley Greilick 12/6/2006)  In an interview with Fran Myers she stated that the last 
few years of Jim’s life he rented the cottage out on a year round basis, but prior to that it was a 
guest house. (Interview of Fran Myers 12/6/2006)  
 
In 1993 the Cottage and garage were rented to Corrie Fransisco and her three daughters.  During 
the period of time in which they lived in the Cottage the kitchen windows were replaced.  The 
noted that the Cottage was initially a stilt house you could stand under.  They said that Ted 
Reckwerdt did the plumbing, the house had pale yellow walls and white trim, marble window 
sills, paneling on the porch, carpet throughout and that all new appliances and new kitchen 
windows were installed during their tenure.  Changes that they noted since 1999 were that the 
laundry has different linoleum, fan electrical switches in the living room have been removed and 
that the back door and steps were not there.  They rented from Eleanor Newton from October 31, 
1993 through October 2, 1999. (Interview of Corrie Fransisco by Theresa Schober, 2/6/2007)    
 
It is not known how the property was used between 1999 and 2002.  On May 29, 2002 a one year 
lease is signed for 4610 Estero Boulevard, leasing the property to Penn H. Holsapple III and Marc. 
J. Randazzo. 
 
Building permits for the property include: 

• 1984 permit for the house 
• 2005 permit to replace the 200 amp electrical service 
• 2005 demolition of the garage and “Cotch” 

 
 
2.6 History – Seven Seas (4650 Estero Boulevard – Lots 1 and 2) 
 
According to deed research Lot 1 belonged to the Hyde Park Development Company until 1935 
when it was purchased by Roberta N. Whittemore (Eleanor Newton’s sister).  In 1952 the property 
was transferred to Eleanor F. Newton, who owned it until 2000.  Lot 2 in 1936 was owned by F. 
Lynn Gerald who sold it to Roberta N. Whittemore in 1953.  Lot 2 was transferred to Eleanor F. 
Newton, who owned it until 2000. 
 
Lee County Property Appraiser shows a date of 1954 as the first year that the building was on the 
tax role. 
 
According to Robley Greilick (niece of Jim Newton) the house was built in 1953-1954.   Rudd 
Wiles was the builder with the design by Jim and Ellie Newton.  The building materials included 
tide water red cypress from the Everglades and heart pine flooring.   The first addition was two 
years later, a large screen porch and doubled living room (by enclosing original porch).  A major 
addition was an apartment for Ellie’s sister Roberta Whittemore; she spent her winters in the north 
end of the house in the 1960s.  The “apartment” for Roberta contained a kitchen unit which held a 
sink and a stove.  This addition also held a den for Jim.    
 
In an article entitled “Newton House Dilemma” in The Island Sand Paper written by Jean 
Matthew October 22, 2004 she states:   

“When the house was built Jim ‘n’ Ellie were very busy with Moral Re-Armament on a 
world-scale basis.  They traveled often and the house looked lonely while they were gone.  



Newton Beach Park 
 

 
Renker Eich Parks Architects                                        2-12                                   Cultural Resource Enhancement Plan 

But when they were home, they were generous to the islanders and invited many of us to 
come to their home and meet famous people from all over the world.  The genius of the 
Newtons was to bring folks together.  They knew all kinds of people and would link up 
folks in their minds and would throw lots and lots of “teas,” with about 50 people at a time, 
crammed into the house, with everyone talking at once.  The house was a friendly safe 
place for kings, queens, presidents, foreign leaders and just folks.  It was there that I met 
the King and Queen of Romania, the Cardinal Koenig from Austria, and Rajmohan 
Gandhi, the grandson of Mahatma Ghandi.  What they all had in common was a deep inner 
search for peace, and on a grand scale, a search for world peace.” (The Island Sand Paper, 
October 22, 2004) 

 
Jean Matthew recalls seeing the movie “The Crowning Experience” on the screen porch.  
(Interview of Jean Matthew 11/29/2006)  This movie was made in 1960 and is loosely based on 
the life of Mary McLeod Bethune.  According to Jean, many movies were shown on the porch. 
 
Robley stated her memories of Hurricane Donna:  

“Seven Seas weathered Hurricane Donna in 1960.  The furniture in each room was swirled 
about by the water.  With water at least 10’ deep inside, a dead catfish was found on the 
couch.  A store room attached to the garage contained a 50 year old trunk packed with 
Ellie’s wedding dress, Jim’s army uniforms, etc.  The door to the store room was locked 
when Ellie and Jim left the beach.  The door was locked when they returned.  However the 
trunk was not there!  The water had clearly been deep in the storeroom.  Some days later 
the trunk was found, buried under a tangle of fallen trees at Gene Sander’s boatyard on the 
bay.  Interestingly this same phenomenon happened at other homes on the beach during 
Donna.  The Newtons installed their seawall after Donna.” (Interview of Robley Greilick 
by Theresa Schober, 7/6/2006)  

 
Rolfe Schell notes in his book History of Fort Myers Beach:  

“In September (1961) before the library building was completed, Hurricane Donna arrived 
with winds of 140-185 miles per hour. At the south end of the island, where the storm 
passed over, entire roofs were lifted from newly constructed concrete houses. Beachfront 
homes were demolished, gutted or moved across Estero Boulevard, depending on their 
elevation or construction. Weeks went by before all services were again operational…” 
(Schell, 1980, 77) 

 
The exterior porch originally had a screen roof which was replaced with plastic roofing between 
1987 and 1994.  In the 1990’s the “no name storm” blew out the windows in the southwest corner 
bedroom.  Jim Newton felt that dense plantings of sea grape and mother in law tongue helped 
ameliorate waves. (Interview of Robley Greilick by Theresa Schober, 7/6/2006) 
 
Jean Matthew (Interview 11/29/2006) recalls growing up across the street from the Newton’s, both 
when they lived at the Beach Hotel and later when her family moved further south across from 
where the Newton’s built Seven Seas.  Her recollections of the house and the 1950s screen room 
addition are the same as above.  
 
The authors of this report met with Bill Van Duzer who was the contractor for the 1960s addition.  
He felt that the layout of these spaces remained basically the same and also mentioned that he had 
altered the east bathroom for accessibility in the 1990s.   
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Robley stated that the existing carpet and drapes date to the 1990’s.  An undated photograph 
shows Jim Newton using the ramp in front of the house, photographs of 1994 show that the ramp 
was not there. 
 
Previous building permits for the property include: 

• 1987 re-roof 
• 1991 commercial permit for beach access and boardwalk 
• 1991 dock and shoreline permit for repairs to 100’ of seawall cap 
• 2004 re-roof of the house 

 
 
2.7 History – Other Buildings and the Site 
 
The Site and Property (Lots 1- 6) 
The current Newton Beach Park Property consists of Lots 1 – 6 of the Hyde Park Subdivision, 
totaling approximately 8/10’s of an acre with 195.32’ of beach frontage. (See 2003 and 2007 
Surveys Exhibit 2.7.1)  Prior to the 1935 purchase of Lots 1 and 6 it is not known what the 
ownership of the property was prior to the re-plat by Hyde Park Development Company.  The 
Hyde Park Subdivision is a 1935 re-plat of a portion (Lots 62 to 77) of the Case Subdivision 
which was originally platted in 1911 by William H. Case who at that time lived on the Mound 
House property and owned land which stretched from Estero Bay to the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
“Cotch” – Little Apartment on the Side of the Garage (Lot 3) 
According to Fran Myers this was attached to the porte-cochère, which was attached to garage and 
was a 1 bedroom, 1 bath place with a living room which hosted many guests. It is said that 
Geraldine Hughes who helped to put together documentation for the movie “Uncommon Friends” 
stated at the Cotch in winter. (Interview of Fran Myers, 12/6/2006)  According to Corrie Fransisco 
who lived in the Cottage during the 1990s and Fran Myers, Reeve Lindbergh also stayed in the 
“Cotch”. 
 
Level I and Level II (4600 Estero Boulevard) (Lot 5) 
Level I and Level II were the names used for the two floors of the building.  Lee County Property 
appraiser does not show a date when the building first appeared on the tax roles.  Photographs 
show the 2 story building in the background of photos of Seven Seas as early as 1984.  In January 
2003 a renewal lease was signed between Eleanor F. Newton and Christine Heroux for Level II. 
 
Permits for the Lot 5 property include:  

• a demolition permit for the structure at 4600. (Permit No. DEM2005-00037) (Lee Co. 
Property Appraiser)   

 
The “Cotch” and attached garage (4610 Estero Boulevard), the carport and storage (4610 Estero 
Boulevard), and Level 1 and Level II (4600 Estero Boulevard) were demolished in 2005 as the 
result of damage sustained during Hurricane Charley in 2004.   
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2.8 Friends who visited Seven Seas 
 
There is an undated list of “Guests Who Have Stayed, or Have Been Entertained on the Newton 
Property”, on the letter head of Eleanor Forde Newton prepared by Barbara (Babs) Murphy.  (See 
Exhibit 2.8.1)   Also see attached list created by Robley Greilick of people who were known to 
visit Seven Seas.  (See Exhibit 2.8.2)   Robley confirms that there were many visitors but that none 
of the visitors actually stayed at Seven Seas, though at one time the Newtons owned as many as 15 
condominium units at projects they had sold and so many of their friends stayed as guests in these 
condo units.  Robley also says that King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania did stay at “Level 
2”.  Robley has photographs (both dated and undated) of many of these people at Seven Seas 
which are included in this report.  (See Exhibit 2.8.3 for photographs of the many people who 
attended events at Seven Seas)  Ellie Newton was widely known for her “50 person teas” in which 
many of these people were and introduced to the local community.   
 
Fran Myers recalls being at dinners in which international guests and conversations about 
international politics took place. She also recalls Charles and Anne Morrow Lindbergh, and Reeve 
Lindbergh being present at various times at Seven Seas.  She recalls that Cardinal König visited 
with Jim and Ellie at Seven Seas until the mid 1990’s. (Interview of Fran Myers 12/6/2006)  
 
B. M. Hallward was a close friend of the Newtons and actually bought the Cottage property when 
it became available for sale in 1968. 
 
Jean Matthew recalls people from MRA visiting from all around the world, including India and 
Africa, as well as visits of Charles and Anne Lindbergh and Cardinal König.  She also believes 
that the actress and artist Barbara Bel Geddes who used to visit at the Beach Hotel also visited at 
Seven Seas and she also met Rajmohan Gandhi at Seven Seas.  (Interview of Jean Matthew 
11/29/2006)   
 
Other people that the Newton’s may have originally met through MRA or through others and who 
are included in some of the photographs taken in their house: 
  
Bunny Austin 
“Henry Wilfred "Bunny" Austin (born on August 26, 1906 – died on August 26, 2000) was an 
English tennis player. As of 2005 he was the last male tennis player from the United Kingdom to 
reach the final of Wimbledon, achieving that in 1932 and 1938. He was also a finalist at the 1938 
French Open. Along with Fred Perry, he was a vital part of the British team that won the Davis 
Cup three times from 1933-35. He is also remembered as the first tennis player to wear shorts.” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Austin) 
 
Clare Hallward 
According to Fran Myers Clare Hallward worked with Jim on his book “Uncommon Friends”.  
Clare Hallward is on the Board of Directors of The Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
Foundation and is also an editor.    
 
B.M. Hallward 
A 1993 Time Magazine article about the Oxford Group and Frank Buchman says of Hallward: 
“To such criticism, however, a strong case was made by Vice President Bernard M. Hallward of 
the Montreal Star, who was changed during the tour: “If there's any class in the world that needs a 
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mission, it's the dinner jacket class, the up and outs. Moreover, as employers of labor, their 
influence spreads.” (http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,744971-2,00.html) 
 
Bernard Hallward bought the Cottage next to Seven Seas and owned the property during the years 
1968 to 1972.   
 
Geraldine Hughes 
She was a Canadian who worked with Ellie to go through papers and letters of Jim and Ellie 
before they were sent to Yale to be archived. (Interview of Robley Greilick 12/06/2006) 
 
T. Willard Hunter  
Clergyman, educator, columnist, and orator; an associate of Frank Buchman and the Moral Re-
Armament movement in the 1940s and '50s. (http://www.trumanlibrary.org/oralhist/huntertw.htm) 
Hunter is an author who also wrote a book about Lindbergh entitled “The Spirit of Charles 
Lindbergh: Another Dimension”.  He also wrote the tribute to Jim Newton noted earlier in this 
report and attached as Exhibit 2.2.1. 
 
Cardinal König  
“Franz Cardinal König (August 3, 1905 – March 13, 2004) was an Austrian prelate, who was 
Archbishop of Vienna (1956 - 1985) and a Cardinal in the Roman Catholic Church. At the time of 
his death he was the second-oldest cardinal worldwide, and the longest-serving (the last surviving 
cardinal elevated by Pope John XXIII).” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Cardinal_K%C3%B6nig) 
Cardinal König’s name is spelled differently in various sources, as König, Konig and Koenig.  
 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
She appears in many of the photographs taken at Seven Seas.  According to Jean Gottleib in her 
book, Coconuts and Coquinas: “In the 1950’s, according to Vi Stefanich, “Bruce and Eva 
Campbell used to rent a cottage to Anne Lindbergh until she became too well know here on the 
island and she couldn’t find any peace and quiet to do any meditating. She was a very quiet person 
and didn’t want people to know who she was so she moved to Sanibel.”” (Gottleib, 1999, 49) 
 
Frits Phillips 
“When Fritz Phillips started his record company it was to ensure a regular supply of music that 
would drive the sales of Phillips record players.” 
  (http://www.musictank.co.uk/events_grow_up.htm) 
In addition to his role as owner of Phillips Electronics he was also active in the Caux Round Table 
a group that grew out of MRA and is noted as meeting in quiet venues to discuss sensitive issues 
in the years 1986-1991. (www.cauxroundtable.org/documents/CRTandCountries.ppt) 
 
King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania 
“King Michael I of the Romanians (born October 25, 1921), Prince of Hohenzollern, reigned as 
King of the Romanians from July 20, 1927 to June 8, 1930, and again from September 6, 1940 
until deposed on by the Communists December 30, 1947. A great-great-grandson of Queen 
Victoria and a third cousin of Queen Elizabeth II, he is one of the last surviving heads of state 
from World War II.”  
“At the end of the war, King Michael was awarded the highest degree (Chief Commander) of the 
Legion of Merit by U.S. President Harry S. Truman. He was also decorated with the Soviet Order 
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of Victory by Stalin for his personal courage in overthrowing Antonescu and for putting an end to 
Romania's war against the Allies.”  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_I_of_Romania) 
“Anne was born in Paris, France, the daughter of Prince René of Bourbon-Parma and Princess 
Margrethe of Denmark. Together with her three brothers she spent her childhood in France. In 
1939 her family fled from the Nazis and escaped to Spain. From there they went on to Portugal 
and then to the United States of America. 
In 1943 she volunteered for military service in the French Army. She served in Algeria, Morocco, 
Italy, Luxembourg and Germany, and received the French Croix de guerre. 
In November 1947 Anne met King Michael I of Romania who was visiting London for the 
wedding of Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Anne and Michael were 
engaged soon afterwards. Michael returned to Romania where he was forced to abdicate by the 
Communists on December 30.  Anne and Michael married soon after his deposition, on June 10, 
1948…” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Anne_of_Romania) 
 
Gordon Wise 
Gordon Wise was n associate of MRA who served with a RAAF Australian Flying Boat Squadron 
with RAF Coastal Command in Britain during World War II. 
(http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0KZH/is_3_13/ai_30125545) 
 
 
2.9 Acquisition of the Property, Management Plan, Community Workshops and Newton Beach 
Park Committee 
 
The minutes of the Fort Myers Beach Town Council Meeting held on February 5, 2001 indicate 
the initial interest in park development: 

“Vice Mayor Murphy stated that there has been a big demand for counties, municipalities 
and the state to acquire public lands to put in trust for the future.  The competition is 
becoming fierce for these properties, particularly on the beach fronts.  In Lee County there 
is very little beach front to be had anymore as it has been bought up by developers.  In 
1998 the citizens of Lee County voted by referendum to  tax themselves to buy open green 
space to put in the public domain for perpetuity.  Thousands of acres have been acquired 
this way and there are thousands more under contract right now and they predict acquiring 
even more.  This program will end in 2004 and Vice Mayor Murphy said he predicts that 
the residents of Lee County will probably vote again to extend that program because it has 
been so successful. 
 
Vice Mayor Murphy stated that he had learned that Jim and Ellie Newton wished to sell 
their beachfront property to the Town of Fort Myers Beach.  Mr. Newton was an 
environmentalist with affection for nature.  The Town felt that this was in their best 
interest to preserve this property and also to expedite the Newton's interest with their 
trusts.” (Minutes Fort Myers Beach Town Council Meeting, February 5, 2001) 
 

After discussion of the above: 
“Moved by Ray Murphy and seconded by Terry Cain to instruct the Town Manager and 
Town Attorney to immediately begin negotiations with the representatives of the Trust of 
James and Eleanor Ford Newton Trust to enter into negotiations to move forward to 
acquiring the Newton property and also simultaneously to instruct the Town Manager to 
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of Victory by Stalin for his personal courage in overthrowing Antonescu and for putting an end to 
Romania's war against the Allies.”  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_I_of_Romania) 
“Anne was born in Paris, France, the daughter of Prince René of Bourbon-Parma and Princess 
Margrethe of Denmark. Together with her three brothers she spent her childhood in France. In 
1939 her family fled from the Nazis and escaped to Spain. From there they went on to Portugal 
and then to the United States of America. 
In 1943 she volunteered for military service in the French Army. She served in Algeria, Morocco, 
Italy, Luxembourg and Germany, and received the French Croix de guerre. 
In November 1947 Anne met King Michael I of Romania who was visiting London for the 
wedding of Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Anne and Michael were 
engaged soon afterwards. Michael returned to Romania where he was forced to abdicate by the 
Communists on December 30.  Anne and Michael married soon after his deposition, on June 10, 
1948…” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Anne_of_Romania) 
 
Gordon Wise 
Gordon Wise was n associate of MRA who served with a RAAF Australian Flying Boat Squadron 
with RAF Coastal Command in Britain during World War II. 
(http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0KZH/is_3_13/ai_30125545) 
 
 
2.9 Acquisition of the Property, Management Plan, Community Workshops and Newton Beach 
Park Committee 
 
The minutes of the Fort Myers Beach Town Council Meeting held on February 5, 2001 indicate 
the initial interest in park development: 

“Vice Mayor Murphy stated that there has been a big demand for counties, municipalities 
and the state to acquire public lands to put in trust for the future.  The competition is 
becoming fierce for these properties, particularly on the beach fronts.  In Lee County there 
is very little beach front to be had anymore as it has been bought up by developers.  In 
1998 the citizens of Lee County voted by referendum to  tax themselves to buy open green 
space to put in the public domain for perpetuity.  Thousands of acres have been acquired 
this way and there are thousands more under contract right now and they predict acquiring 
even more.  This program will end in 2004 and Vice Mayor Murphy said he predicts that 
the residents of Lee County will probably vote again to extend that program because it has 
been so successful. 
 
Vice Mayor Murphy stated that he had learned that Jim and Ellie Newton wished to sell 
their beachfront property to the Town of Fort Myers Beach.  Mr. Newton was an 
environmentalist with affection for nature.  The Town felt that this was in their best 
interest to preserve this property and also to expedite the Newton's interest with their 
trusts.” (Minutes Fort Myers Beach Town Council Meeting, February 5, 2001) 
 

After discussion of the above: 
“Moved by Ray Murphy and seconded by Terry Cain to instruct the Town Manager and 
Town Attorney to immediately begin negotiations with the representatives of the Trust of 
James and Eleanor Ford Newton Trust to enter into negotiations to move forward to 
acquiring the Newton property and also simultaneously to instruct the Town Manager to 
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pursue the grant applications that will be required to fund this purchase.  Passed 
unanimously. (Minutes Fort Myers Beach Town Council Meeting, February 5, 2001) 

 
Town Manager Marsha Segal George was instrumental in the acquisition of the property now 
known as Newton Beach Park.  According to an article in The News-Press entitled “Beach 
officials want Newton property”:  

“Town Manager Marsha Segal George called it “locally significant historic and 
environmental site.” “The town believes a wonderful opportunity exists to create a new 
beachfront public park. Development pressures throughout Lee County and the demand of 
Gulf-front property has made this type of project exceedingly rare,” she wrote in a letter to 
the development Council.” (The News-Press, April 21, 2002) 

 
The Town Council had expressed interest in acquiring beach property as a Town park. In January 
2001, James Newton's Trust attorney approached the Town's Mayor, Dan Hughes, with a 
willingness to sell the property to the Town. The item was presented to the Council in February, 
with FCT as a possible source for grant funding. The Town had the assistance of the Trust for 
Public Lands in the property's acquisition while it explored funding sources including the Tourist 
Development Council and Conservation 20/20. 
 
According to an October 31, 2003 article entitled “Newton Home Turned Over to the Town” in 
The Island Sand Paper:  

“The Florida Communities Trust has an award agreement to go along with the 1.2 million, 
under which the project will adhere to the management plan as set forth by the FCT.” (The 
Island Sand Paper, October 31, 2003)  

 
The Town Council appointed a Newton Beach Park Committee in 2003.  The Committee met 13 
times between 2003 and 2005.  The Committee was disbanded in 2005. (The Island Sand Paper, 
August 4, 2006) 
 
The Committee consisted of Fran Myers, Roxie Smith and 3 other ad hoc members from the 
Island Arts Foundation.  They determined that the use should be a Passive park with one house left 
to serve as a museum (Interview of Fran Myers 12/6/2006) 
 
The other three members of the Newton Park subcommittee were Karen Swanbeck, Bill Van 
Duzer and Betty Simpson.  Carl Conley was invited as an ad hoc member of the Island Arts 
Foundation. (The Island Sand Paper, August 4, 2006) 
 
A meeting is held on April 2, 2003 for discussions of the 2003 draft of the Management Plan for 
Newton Beach Park.   Lou Scruggs of Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection is 
involved in the creation of the plan.   
 
The site plan that is reviewed is the park conceptual plan contained in the Florida Communities 
Trust Plan.  (See Exhibit 2.9.1)   Citizen input includes concerns and inquiries; effects of removing 
the seawall, bath house location and walkways, parking spaces and metering, access and buffering 
for Strandview Condominiums, limitation of hours of use and no alcohol, sidewalks, crossings and 
trolley stop locations, whether the structures will remain in the park, the easement on the south 
side of the park, timeline and budgets and vistas. (See Exhibit 2.9.2 for notes on this meeting) 
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Purposes – As Identified in the Revised 2005 Management Plan for Newton Beach Park include: 
• Native upland plants 
• Cultural value 
• Historic structures 
• Commemoration 
• Environmental and cultural resource education 
• Recreation 

 
One of the issues that the Newton Advisory Board (NAB) dealt with was the use and/or relocation 
of the Newtons Seven Seas house.  The NAB minutes of December 17, 2003 specify that the 
Edison and Ford Winter Estates has indicated that their use of the Newton house, should it be 
relocated, would be for temporary purposes only. The committee discusses a concern for 
placement that would preserve the building.  
  
The January 21, 2004 minutes for the NAB show Carl Conley supporting the possibility of 
moving Seven Seas to Bowditch Point for use as a theatre. The Town Manager Marsha Segal 
George had received a positive response from the County Parks & Recreation people for the move. 
This was also discussed at the February 18th and April 21st meetings of the Board. Staff then 
moved forward with beginning development of a conceptual plan for placement and reported back 
to NAB on June 16, 2004.  
 
In August of 2004 Hurricane Charley causes damage to all of the structures on the property. 
 
A July 6, 2005 article in the Fort Myers Beach Observer notes:  

“Council members approved spending $17,735 for landscaping last month that will include 
sea oats, railroad vine, salt grass, golden creeper, Jamaican dogwood, gumbo limbo, silver 
buttonwood and more than 50 other native varieties which, once planted, would make way 
for the park’s opening later this summer, Feeney said.” (Fort Myers Beach Observer, July 
6, 2005) 

 
On August 1, 2006 a community meeting was held to gather input on the development of the park.  
Theresa Schober, who is director of the Newton Beach Park, was looking for input on what types 
of active and passive uses the residents would like to see incorporated into the park. (The Island 
Sand Paper, July 28, 2006) 
 
The meeting was attended by approximately 30 people.  Ideas on what residents would like to see 
at the park ranged from art shows and theatrical presentations, to presentations on sea turtles and 
shells, birds and plants.  Concerns about traffic and parking were expressed.  (The Island Sand 
Paper, August 4, 2006) 
 
Several items outlined in the management plan have been completed including: 
Level 1 Cultural Resource Survey (February 2006 by Theresa Schober) 
Cottage designated as a Historic Resource by the Town of Fort Myers Beach (Adopted 2004) 
Develop a Comprehensive Landscape and Natural Communities Restoration Masterplan (Pandion 
Systems, Inc., July 2004) 
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2.10 Additional Sources to be Researched 
 
There are additional sources of information which were not available or included in the scope of 
this historic narrative. 
 
Additional Interviews would help to enhance and complete the historical narrative: 
Barbara (Babs) Murphy– who worked with Jim and Ellie Newton 
Christine Heroux  – who worked with Eleanor Newton and lived in Level II (per 2003 lease) 
Reeve Lindbergh – daughter of Anne Morrow and Charles Lindbergh, close friend of the Newtons 
Eiluned Morgan – her mother was Anne Morrow’s sister, she resides in Fort Myers Beach  
 
Additional Research: 
Yale Archives – Ellie and Jim Newton’s Papers 
Uncommon Friends Foundation – Review other papers and artifacts, especially their collection of 
photographs. 
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EXHIBIT   2.2.1 
March 30, 1998 Tribute to Jim Newton by T. Willard Hunter 

With corrections by Vern and Meryl Eriksson  
 

 

  
 

 

















































01: March 1931: (Back) Frank Campsall, Freddie Ott, 
Roger Firestone, Jim Newton (Front) Henry Ford, Thomas
Edison, Harvey Firestone. 

02: Names on back of photo 01. 

03: Undated: Thomas Edison at dedication of 
New Bridge, Ft. Myers, Florida. 

04: Undated: Jim Newton and Thomas Edison.

Historic  Photos:  Courtesy of Robley Greilick 

1 6 0 9  D R .  M . L . K I N G  J R .   S T R E E T   N O R T H ,  S T. P E T E R S B U R G ,  F L O R I D A ,  3 3 7 0 4  
p h ( 7 2 7 )  8 2 1 - 2 9 8 6     f a x ( 7 2 7 ) 8 9 6 - 4 9 1 1       L i c . A A C 0 0 1 4 4 7

MARCH  2007  

05: Undated: Thomas Edison “All things come to him
who hustles while he waits”. 

06: 1939: Anne Lindbergh, Jane Newton, Charles
Lindbergh, Dr. Robley Newton at Beach Hotel.
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08: Undated: Ellie Newton sailing Aldebaran. 07: Undated: Jim Newton and Charles Lindbergh
on Aldebaran. 

Historic  Photos:  Courtesy of Robley Greilick
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MARCH  2007  

09: Undated: Aldebaran owned by Charles Lindbergh
and Jim Newton.

10: 1945 or 1946: Jim McLaughry, Jim Newton, 
Dr. Morris Martin (Buchman Secretary),
Founder Frank Buchman of MRA  

11: 1945: MRA Mackinac Island, MI. 12: 1954: Dr. Robley Newton
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13: Undated: Connie Mack Sr.

15: 1994: Jim and Ellie Newton Uncommon
Friends Statue.
 

14: Undated: Dr. Robley and Jane Newton
50th wedding anniversary at Beach Hotel. 

18: Undated: Frits Phillips, Cardinal Konig,
Gordon Wise.

Historic  Photos:  Courtesy of Robley Greilick
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16: Undated: Land Lindbergh and Jim Newton.

17: Undated: Jim Newton at Aldebaran, owned
 with Charles Lindbergh. 
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Jim and Ellie Newton – Seven Seas 
Partial Guest List 

 
 
Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
Jon, Land, Anne Spencer, Reeve, and Scott Lindbergh 
Their Royal Majesties, King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania 
His Eminence Cardinal Franz Koenig of Vienna, Austria (known as the Red Cardinal for 
his work behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War, visiting priests with 
encouragement) 
Rajmohan Gandhi grandson of Mahatma Gandhi 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Phillips of Holland, chairman of Phillips Worldwide Industries, 
and creator of cassettes, electric shavers, telecommunications systems, etc. 
Dr. Ernie Vande Weghe, star Knicks basketball player in 1950’s, author and professional 
teams physician 
Mrs. Vande Weghe, Coleen, Miss America of the Early 1950’s 
Glenn Close, Hollywood film star 
Morgan Firestone, grandson of Harvey, entrepreneur in his own right 
British diplomat, A.R.K. “Archie Mackinzie” 
Sir Conrad Hunte, West Indian International cricketer from Barbados 
Mitchell and Bruce Bingham, sons of Hiram Bingham, who re-discovered Machu Pichu, 
lost city of the Incas 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hallward, owner of Montreal Star Newspaper, plus forests and 
paper mill: reporter in Moscow in 1917 when the revolution broke out 
Mr. William Grogan, International Vice President, Transport Worker Union, Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (CIO) 
John Riffe, Executive Vice President of CIO 
Al Kuettner, UPI Atlanta bureau manager during civil rights struggle 
Bunny Austin, British tennis champion, and his wife 
Phyllis Konstam, British stage and film actress 
Dr. Sylvia Earle, Explorer-in-Residence for National Geographic 
Gordon Wise of Australia, international director of Moral ReArmament 
Dr. Paul Campbell, Canadian director of Moral ReArmament 
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01: 1970 Jim Newton and Mary 
Geddes, his sister. 

02: 1970 Jim Newton and two
Whittemore great nieces. 

03. Circa 1975 The John Hallwards. 04: 1980’s Cardinal Konig and
King Michael.

05: 1983 Clare, Christopher and Peter Hallward,
Ellie Newton, Reeve Lindbergh, Anne Morrow Lindbergh
And Reeve’s two daughters. 

06: 1984 Reeve Lindbergh and her children.

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
Jon, Land, Anne Spencer, Reeve, and Scott Lindbergh 
Their Royal Majesties, King Michael and Queen Anne of Romania 
His Eminence Cardinal Franz Koenig of Vienna, Austria (known as the Red Cardinal for 
his work behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War, visiting priests with 
encouragement) 
Rajmohan Gandhi grandson of Mahatma Gandhi 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Phillips of Holland, chairman of Phillips Worldwide Industries, 
and creator of cassettes, electric shavers, telecommunications systems, etc. 
Dr. Ernie Vande Weghe, star Knicks basketball player in 1950’s, author and professional 
teams physician 
Mrs. Vande Weghe, Coleen, Miss America of the Early 1950’s 
Glenn Close, Hollywood film star 
Morgan Firestone, grandson of Harvey, entrepreneur in his own right 
British diplomat, A.R.K. “Archie Mackinzie” 
Sir Conrad Hunte, West Indian International cricketer from Barbados 
Mitchell and Bruce Bingham, sons of Hiram Bingham, who re-discovered Machu Pichu, 
lost city of the Incas 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hallward, owner of Montreal Star Newspaper, plus forests and 
paper mill: reporter in Moscow in 1917 when the revolution broke out 
Mr. William Grogan, International Vice President, Transport Worker Union, Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (CIO) 
John Riffe, Executive Vice President of CIO 
Al Kuettner, UPI Atlanta bureau manager during civil rights struggle 
Bunny Austin, British tennis champion, and his wife 
Phyllis Konstam, British stage and film actress 
Dr. Sylvia Earle, Explorer-in-Residence for National Geographic 
Gordon Wise of Australia, international director of Moral ReArmament 
Dr. Paul Campbell, Canadian director of Moral ReArmament 
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01: 1970 Jim Newton and Mary 
Geddes, his sister. 

02: 1970 Jim Newton and two
Whittemore great nieces. 

03. Circa 1975 The John Hallwards. 04: 1980’s Cardinal Konig and
King Michael.

05: 1983 Clare, Christopher and Peter Hallward,
Ellie Newton, Reeve Lindbergh, Anne Morrow Lindbergh
And Reeve’s two daughters. 

06: 1984 Reeve Lindbergh and her children.

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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07: 1987 Cardinal Konig. 

08: 1987 Queen Anne, Ellie Newton, King Michael and
Jim Newton. 

09: 1988 Reception for Cardinal Konig and King 
Michael.

10: 1988 Mina Creech, Cardinal Konig, Jim 
and Ellie Newton. 

11: 1988 Anne Morrow Lindbergh, Ellie Newton,
Cardinal Konig and Jim Newton.   

12: 1988 Gordan Wise, Cardinal Konig and
Mina Creech.

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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13: 1988 Bernice Davis and Ellie Newton. 14: Ellie and Jim Newton. 

15: 1991 Ellie and Jim Newton. 16: Jim and Ellie Newton, Karen Jackson 
Hodgson and Bunny Austin. 

17: 1991 Gene Holbrook, Jim Newton, Marjorie Wise
and Ellie Newton. 

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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18: 1994 Jim Newton, Kathleen Knauff and
Ellie Newton. 
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19: 1992 Danny and Theo Cox. 20: 1992 Tea for Cardinal Konig, Homer Pyle,
Dave and Sue Robinson. 

21: 1992 Ellie Newton, Annejet and Paul Campbell 
and Jim Newton.

22: Circa 1994 Unknown, Jim and Ellie Newton
and Morgan Firestone. 

23: Jerry von Tueber, Jim and Ellie
Newton, Barbara von Tueber

24: 1994 Ellie Newton.

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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25: 1994 Denise Wood, Kazu and Yumiko 
Hamada, John Wood, Jim and Ellie Newton
and Van Wishard. 

27: Undated Ellie and Jim Newton and King Michael 
of Romania.

28: Undated Frits Phillips, Jim Newton, unknown
and David Robinson. 

29: Undated Geraldine Hughes of MRA, Connie and
David Mc Cormick. 

30: Undated Jim Newton,
Gorden and Marjorie 
Wise and Ellie Newton.

Photos: Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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26: 1996 Jim Newton,
Reeve Lindbergh and 
Ellie Newton.
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31: Undated Jim Newton, Kenaston Twitchell
of MRA. 

32: Undated Mary Geddes, 2 unknown, 
David of Scotland, unknown, Barney Creech
and Bob Whittemore. 

33: Undated Gordon Wise, John Hallward, Ellie Newton,
unknown, Cardinal Konig and Jim Newton.

34: Undated Lila Tremaine, Cardianl Konig
and Marjorie Wise. 

35: Undated Paul Campbell of MRA. 

Photos:  Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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36: Undated Vern Eriksson, Bunny Austin,
and T. Willard Hunter.
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37: Undated Ellie and Jim Newton with
Elizabeth Swanson. 

38: John Hallward son of Barnard Hallward
At Ellie’s 100th Birthday Party.  

39: Undated Jim and Ellie 
Newton. 

Photos:  Courtesy of Robley Greilick, all photos taken at Seven Seas
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ducts running up the wall to enter the attic through the south gable. Once in the attic the supply 
duct ran to a location in each room where a ceiling mounted grille was installed. The return came 
from a central location and ran back to the exterior unit. With no insulation in the walls the HVAC 
was inadequate in size and the remaining ducts and grilles are in poor condition 

 
Plumbing 
The plumbing in the Cottage is comprised of piping and fixtures for the two bathrooms and the 
kitchen sink. All drain lines are PVC as well as the piping of the irrigation system. While the 
piping is in fair condition the fixtures are in good condition.  

 
Electric 
The electrical service enters the building on the north façade near the northeast corner from 
underground. The service rises to a meter and then into a weatherproof panel with circuit breakers. 
The electric service entry has been recently installed and is in good condition. There was a 2005 
permit for this work. All wiring inside the house runs concealed and its condition is unknown. At 
the meter location there is also the service entry for telephone. To the west of the electrical service 
entry is water supply pipes and controller panel for the site irrigation system. On the exterior of 
the building, above the two doors on the east façade, there is a compact fluorescent fixture to 
illuminate the adjacent steps and landings at each door. Additionally, on the exterior at the 
southeast corner of the house is a security fixture with twin bulbs.  On the interior there are ceiling 
mounted lights and wall mounted receptacles in each room. Some rooms have paddle fans, ceiling 
mounted in the center of the room. All fixtures both exterior and interior are in fair condition.  

 
Hazardous Materials 
Hazardous materials are documented in a report by Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc. 
prepared in June of 2003. A brief summary of the results are as follows: 

• Transite siding on the exterior is asbestos containing material.  
 
See Existing Condition Drawing and Photo Key in Exhibit 3.1 and Existing Condition 
Photographs in Exhibit 3.2. 
 
 
3.3 Seven Seas 
 
Exterior 
Foundations 
The Seven Seas foundations consist of driven wood piles that are in fair to good condition. 
Attached to the top of the piers are 6 x 6 wood beams supporting the floor joists. The beams are in 
good condition. Although there is some scouring of the soil under the residence, from the action of 
water from the Gulf of Mexico there is no danger of the building being undermined or damaged. 
The foundations for the front (east) steps, ramp, den (north) steps and west raised deck are 4 x 4 
posts dug into the ground. The posts are in fair condition.  
 
Exterior wall cladding 
The exterior cladding of the Seven Seas is 1 x 12 wood boards installed vertically with the vertical 
joints between boards covered with a 1/4” x ½” wood screen moulding. According to Robley 
Greilick the building material is tide water red cypress from the Everglades. The entire façade is 
painted and in fair condition.  
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Windows 
Aluminum framed window units have been used for windows. These awning type windows appear 
original to the building and this is verified by photographs of the building dating from the 1970s. 
The window units are in fair condition.  
  
Exterior Doors 
The front door facing the east is a door with perimeter wood stiles and rails and a center panel of a 
jalousie unit. The door on the north elevation, at the den, is a three panel wood door probably 
contemporary with the addition to the north of the main house. The west elevation has a series of 
large sliding glass panels for doors. Protecting the sliding glass panels are aluminum roll down 
shutters of recent vintage. All doors, frames and shutters are in fair condition.  
 
Steps, landings, ramps 
The steps and deck at the east front door were constructed of pressure treated lumber and still exist 
in their original configurations as well as the adjacent ramp also constructed by the Newtons. The 
bottom section of the ramp has been removed. The steps and deck at the north den door were also 
constructed of pressure treated 2 x lumber. The deck at the rear, west, is also constructed of 
pressure treated lumber. The front steps and ramp are in fair condition while the north and west 
steps and decks are in poor condition. At the center of the west facade facing the Gulf of Mexico 
there was originally a large screened porch which has since been removed because of storm 
damage. At the areas where attachment was made to the house there is evidence of the screened 
porch as well as some of the foundations for the perimeter wall. This evidence along with photos 
of the porch and the 2003 survey information would allow for its accurate reconstruction.  

 
Eaves 
The eaves of the house consist of an eighteen inch overhang at the north, south and east elevations. 
At the west elevation the overhang is nearly three feet at the southwest bedroom and the northwest 
guest site/office. At the center section the overhang is a few inches. At the east and west elevations 
the rafter ends are exposed as is the bottom of the roof sheathing. Also at the east and west 
elevations at six locations along the length of the wall there are vent openings with screens on the 
exterior and wood doors on the interior to close the opening in inclement weather.  
                          
Roof 
The roof is covered with ninety pound roll roofing which is in fair condition At the wood decking 
of the original portion of the building is constructed of 1 x lumber but is in good condition with no 
visible signs of water damage on the underside as seen from the rooms below.  At the guest 
site/office and den in the north addition the roof has leaked in the past and there is evidence of the 
roof leaks.  Permits for roofing were issued in 1987 and 2004.  
 
Interior 
Floor framing 
The floors are framed with 2 x 10 southern yellow pine members at 2’-0” on center. All the 
framing is supported on beams attached to the wood piles as noted in the foundation section of the 
report. The framing is in good condition.  
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Flooring 
The flooring of the original portion of the house is yellow pine covered with carpet except at the 
bathroom which is covered with hexagonal ceramic tile. At the porch to the west of the living 
room the exposed flooring is painted plywood. The floor of the kitchen is sheet vinyl flooring over 
the original floor material. At the guest site/office and den in the addition the floor is also painted 
plywood. In the north bathroom the floor like the kitchen is sheet vinyl flooring. All flooring is in 
fair condition.  

 
Walls 
For the original portion of the building the exterior and interior walls are 2 x 4 stud framing with 
vertical wood 1 x 6 bevel edged siding for the interior partitions between rooms and on the interior 
face of exterior walls. All walls are in good condition. No termite damage is evident. For the 
addition to the north the exterior and interior walls are 2 x 4 stud framing with 1/8” veneer luan 
paneling in the guest site/office and gypsum wall board with vinyl wall covering in the hallway 
and den / guest room. The walls of the bathroom are ceramic tile and vinyl wall covering on 
gypsum wall board. In the original section of the house the walls are in good condition while in 
the addition the walls are fair to poor with some deterioration and evidence of termites. 

 
Doors 
The doors between rooms are all wood, two panel, fully louvered doors except at bathroom 
number two which is a hollow core flush wood door. The door and frame is missing from 
bathroom number one. All are in good condition, mostly with original hardware. Doors at closets 
are board and batten wood board doors. The doors from the living room to the west porch are bi-
fold wood frame doors with single glass panels. Although some of these doors are now stored in a 
closet in the den these doors are of particularly fine quality and craftsmanship. The hardware is top 
quality. These doors should be re-hung. Most all hardware is original and in fair condition.  

 
Miscellaneous Trim 
At the kitchen area at the free standing wall separating the kitchen from the living room the 
Newtons installed bi-fold louvered panels that run on a track and which is secured by forged 
hardware. The details and quality of the workmanship are exceptional.  
 
Wood trim 
The baseboards, door and window casings are natural finish wood and in fair to good condition.  

 
Ceilings and Ceiling framing 
At the original portion of the house the exposed ceiling is also the underside of the roof framing. 
The roof framing members are four inch by six inch pine timbers at four feet on center which are 
exposed and have a natural finish which has oxidized into a rich honey colored brownish orange 
color. The underside of the wood decking is beveled edge 1 x 6 tongue and groove wood boards 
which also have the fine natural finish of the roof framing. In the area of the guest site/office, den 
and bathroom number two the original gypsum board ceiling has been removed to expose the 
prefabricated trusses of the roof framing. There is evidence of active drywood termite infestations 
in the framing of the guest site/office and den which ought to be treated at the earliest opportunity.  

 
Bathrooms 
There are two bathrooms in the house. The first is located in the south end of the original portion 
of the house. All of the fixtures and finish have been replaced with new fixtures and new tile 
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finish. The door to this bathroom was widened at the time of the north addition but today only a 
framed opening exists as the door and frame were removed to ease wheelchair access to the 
bathroom. At the north bathroom the fixtures and finish probably are original but were installed at 
the time of the addition in the 1960s.  
 
Kitchen  
The kitchen is located in the north end of the original building and is in its original location. The 
base and upper cabinets are original including the doors and hardware. The cabinets are made of 
the same 1 x 6 beveled wood boards as the wall covering, with the same natural finish. The range, 
sink, dishwasher and refrigerator are modern appliances. The floor is covered with a sheet vinyl 
covering of early vintage. All finishes and cabinets are in good condition. The appliances are in 
fair condition. What was originally an exterior window is now closed in. 
 
HVAC 
The mechanical systems in the house consist of two air conditioning systems made up of 
condensers (exterior) and air handlers (interior). The air handlers are located in closets, one 
between the guest site/office and the bathroom in the north end of the house and one between the 
bedroom in the southwest corner of the house and the adjacent bathroom. All of the rooms of the 
house are supplied conditioned air. Through age, non-use and water infiltration due to storms the 
air conditioning systems are in poor condition and should be replaced.  

 
Plumbing 
The plumbing in the Seven Seas is comprised of piping and fixtures for the two bathrooms and the 
kitchen sink. The two bathrooms have been completely remodeled with new water closets, 
lavatory / vanity units, new shower and tub units and probably wall and floor finishes with new 
tile on the walls and sheet vinyl on the floor. All new toilet accessories such as towel bars, 
medicine cabinets and toilet paper holders have been installed.  

 
Electric 
The electrical service is attached to the building near the center of the south facade. The aerial 
service attaches to the building at the eave and runs to the meter by way of a pipe masthead and 
then into a weatherproof panel with circuit breakers. The electric service entry has been recently 
installed and is in good condition. All wiring inside the house runs concealed and its condition is 
unknown. At the meter location there is also the service entry for telephone and cable 
communications.  
 
Hazardous Materials 
Hazardous materials are documented in a report by Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc. 
prepared in June of 2003. A brief summary of the results are as follows:  

• The sheet vinyl floor covering in the kitchen and the north bathroom are asbestos 
containing material. 

• The stucco ceilings of the guest site/office and den were asbestos containing material but 
were removed after the water penetration and damage of the 2004 storms.  

 
See Existing Condition Drawing and Photo Key in Exhibit 3.3 and Existing Condition 
Photographs in Exhibit 3.4. 
 
 












	Seven Seas HDD2008-0007 Final Report
	FinalApplicationDesignationSevenSeas (6)
	Seven Seas Designation 11-20-08.pdf
	HISTORIC PRESERVATION DESIGNATION REPORT
	Name of Property
	Location
	Classification
	Official Actions
	Designation



	11-10-08Seven Seas Designation.pdf
	Historic Preservation Designation Report 11-10-08
	Attachments to Sevens Seas Designation Report
	Attachment 1 Location Map
	Attachment 2 Hyde Park Plat
	Attachment 3 Ownership Summary
	Attachment 4 Seven Seas Photos
	Attachment 5 National Register Eligibility
	Attachment 6 Historical Documentation1
	Attachment 6 Historical Documentation2
	A Tribute to Newton

	Attachment 7 Uncommon Friends Photos
	Attachment 8 Guest Lists
	Attachment 9 Photos of Guests
	Attachment 10 Condition Assessment
	Attachment 11 Preliminary Master Concept Plan
	Attachment 12 Existing Floor Plan
	Attachment 13 Proposed Floor Plan
	Attachment 14 Proposed Furniture Plan
	Attachment 15 FCT Correspondence






