Town of Fort Myers Beach

Agenda Item Summary Blue Sheet Number: 2012-040
1. Requested Motion: Approve Town staff to submit an application Meeting Date: May 21 2012

For the Florida Municipal Achievement Awards Program

Why the action is necessary: Provides Town Council approval to submit an application on the Town’s
behalf

What the action accomplishes: Allows staff to prepare an application for the Florida Municipal
Achievement Award in the Environmental Stewardship category

2. Agenda: 3. Requirement/Purpose: 4. Submitter of Information:
___ Consent Resolution _ Council
X Administrative _ Ordinance X Town Staff
X Other __Town Attorney

5. Background: The Florida Municipal Achievement Award Program is designed to recognize innovations and
excellence in municipal government. It provides municipalities with an opportunity to receive recognition for
superior and innovative achievement in three award categories—City Spirit, Citizenship and Environmental
Stewardship. The Town is submitting an application in the Environmental Stewardship category for its work with
development and implementation of the Beach Nesting Bird Program. This program has been developed under
the leadership of the Town and is based on extensive work by the Town of Fort Myers Beach to develop a
partnership for the purpose of fostering the conservation of imperiled beach nesting birds in an urban landscape
on private property. The partnership includes beachfront private property owners, the Town, Audubon of Florida
and two state agencies, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). Through significant efforts and the cooperation of all partners, the Town was
able to secure DEP permits that allow the property owners to rake their beaches after the annual bird nesting
‘|season. Town staff was honored by Audubon of Florida with the 2011 Guy Bradley Award for Stewardship in
the Face of Threats to Birds and their Habitats for this program.

6. Alternative Action: Do not approve Town staff to submit an application

7. Management Recommendations: Approve Town staff to submit an application.

8. Recommended Approval:

Community Parks &
Town Town Finance Public Works | Development Recreation Town
Manager Attorney Director Director Director Director Clerk

'2/ 52 ﬁ

9. Council Action:

_Approved _ Denied _Deferred _Other




Town of Fort Mvers Beach Bird Conservation Partnership

This application is based on extensive efforts by the Town of Fort Myers Beach to develop a partnership fostering
the conservation of imperiled beach nesting birds in an urban landscape on private property. The partnership includes
beachfront private property owners, the Town, Audubon of Florida, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC), and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Through these efforts and cooperation of
all partners, the Town was able to secure DEP permits allowing affected property owners to rake their beaches after the

annual bird nesting season. Securing those permits was pivotal in gaining the cooperation of property owners.

The Town of Fort Myers Beach is situated on a 7-mile long barrier island located in Lee County, Florida. The
island is fully built out and the beach retains little native dune and coastal strand habitat except for what lies within the 1.5
miles of shoreline that comprise the Little Estero Island Critical Wildlife Area (CWA). The Little Estero CWA was
established in 1992 by the FWC. Critical Wildlife Areas are designated to protect significant populations of wildlife from
disturbance by human activity and pets. In the case of Little Estero Island CWA, several State-listed beach nesting birds,
primarily least tern, Wilson’s plover, and snowy plover are protected. All of these species prefer to nest either on bare
sand or sparsely vegetated areas that provide camouflage for the pale, speckled eggs and chicks. To protect these birds
and to minimize or prevent human disturbance, these beach nesting areas are posted to limit public access between April

1* and August 31

The Carlos Point residential area is a privately-owned mix of single-family homes and condominiums just south
of the CWA. The beach at Carlos Point is mechanically raked to maintain an owner preferred manicured or “groomed”
appearance. Beach raking is a process that constantly disturbs and rearranges the sand and sediment on a beach to prevent
growth or spread of vegetation. This mechanical raking creates a beach that mimics the bare sand created by natural

beach overwash events and coincidentally is a landscape much preferred by beach-nesting birds.

Mechanical beach raking is prohibited within the CWA and there has not been a significant beach overwash event
to affect Fort Myers Beach since Hurricane Charley (2004). As a result, the CWA is now dominated with vegetation in

comparison to the beach at Carlos Point.



Beach nesting birds began to nest on the raked beach at Carlos Point in 2008. Since then, a greater number of the
birds were nesting there as compared to the heavily vegetated habitat inside the Little Estero Island CWA. This is a unique

situation in Florida where listed species prefer highly disturbed property over conservation areas in a natural condition.

Management of beach nesting birds in an urban landscape on private property requires an innovative approach
that balances the presence of human activities and the nesting requirements of protected species. A preference for sandy
beaches and a low tolerance for disturbance during nesting place these species in conflict with human use of the beach. In
order to protect beach-nesting birds from disturbance and trampling, Town staff, with the assistance of the FWC, post the
nests with informational signs in order to reduce nesting bird and flightless chick disturbance. Posting nests on private
property at Carlos Point requires owner cooperation and an agreement to cease raking within and near the posted areas to
further reduce disturbance during the nesting season which can last from April through August. The posted area is then
maintained, monitored, and expanded as needed. During the five month nesting period, vegetation rapidly establishes

onto the beach where raking ceased. After the confirmed end of nesting season, postings are removed.

Beginning in April of 2009, we worked with the DEP and FWC to secure permits that allowed property owners to
remove the vegetation once the birds completed their nesting. The removal of vegetation returns the beach to its owner
preferred groomed condition and in turn creates the preferred nesting habitat for the next nesting season. If the vegetation

is not removed, the birds fail to nest successfully or may not nest.in the area at all.

At the beginning of this program, the Town approached private property owners for permission to post the area
for beach nesting birds. The property owners granted permission to post with the condition that once each nesting season
concluded they would be allowed to remove all new vegetation and return the beach to its vegetation free, groomed
condition. Town and FWC staff viewed this as an effective and innovative opportunity to manage habitat for beach
nesting birds. During the peak of the 2009 nesting season, over 120 least terns and three snowy plover nests were counted
at Carlos Point. Unfortunately, in August of 2009, when nesting season ended, DEP stated that it would not issue a permit
for vegetation removal due to statutory concerns. Two months later, after extensive efforts by the Town, the DEP
reluctantly issued a permit but advised they would not do so again. As a result, Carlos Point owners advised they would

not cooperate with posting efforts during the 2010 nesting season without a legally-binding permit from DEP before the



start of that nesting season. Without property owner cooperation, posting the area by Town and FWC staff become a legal
difficulty. The combined effects of protected species disturbance and continued raking without a permit would likely

result in a “take” of state listed species, a serious violation of the law.

To insure property owner cooperation for the 2010 nesting season, the Town took the lead in working with DEP
and FWC staff to a secure a permit in late 2009. After overcoming significant legal obstacles we secured vegetation
removal permits in April 2010, just before nesting season. With permit in hand, we then brokered an agreement with
private property owners to again receive their cooperation. Because of this, the 2010 was even more successful, with over

335 least tern nests (Florida’s second largest tern colony) and 5 snowy plover nests.

Due to continued efforts of all partners, a Five Year DEP permit was acquired by the Town in 2011 allowing post-
nesting season vegetation removal. The 2011 nesting season produced several hundred least terns and at least 8 snowy

plover nests. As of May 14, 2012 over 125 least tern nests and 9 snowy plover nests were already active.

Property owners can now cooperate for years to come without fear of losing the right to rake their property after
nesting season. We also partnered with Audubon of Florida to develop a volunteer outreach program to educate beach

goers about the importance of sharing the beach with these birds.

This program is so successful and has set such‘a precedent for imperiled species adaptive management that
Audubon of Florida presented the 2011 Guy Bradley Award for Stewardship in the Face of Threats to Birds and their
Habitats to Environmental Sciences Coordinator, Keith Laakkonen. Additionally, the Florida Natural Resources
Leadership Institute used this partnership as a practicum for its 2012 class to help rising leaders in the environmental

community enhance their skills to effectively manage conflict arising from natural resource issues.



Fort Myers Beach supports several State listed beach nesting birds, including
least terns and snowy plovers, which nest within a privately owned area where
property owners rake the beach to maintain a “groomed” bare sand beach and prevent
vegetation. Beach nesting birds require bare sand beaches for nesting success requiring
balancing human activities with species conservation. To protect nesting birds, Town
staff post the nests with informational signs. Property owners cooperate to cease raking
withinvposted areas during which vegetation rapidly grows in the posted area. After
nesting, property owners desire the vegetation removed to restore the beach to its
groomed condition. If vegetation isn't removed, the birds will not nest again. The
Town partnered with property owners to secure DEP permits that allow beach raking
after bird nesting season. This area is now home to a successful tern colony and

property owners cooperate and can keep their groomed beaches.

Contact:

Keith Laakkonen

Environmental Sciences Coordinator
Town of Fort Myers Beach

2523 Estero Blvd

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931

(239) 765-0202 Ext. 136
Keith@FortMyersBeachFL.GOV




Category (Please check one)

Nomination Form

See Award Criteria for more information. Please print or type.

Only submit one nomination per form. A city may submit one nomination in each category;
however, each nomination must be for a different project.

LIFLORIDA CITY SPIRIT AWARD

Name of Project

Nominated by

(Name of City/Town/Village)
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301 South Bronough Street, Suite 300 ¢ Post Office Box 1757 ¢ Tallahassee, FL 32302-1757
(850) 222-9684 * Fax (850) 222-3806 ¢ Web site: www.flcities.com

February 13, 2012
Dear Municipal Colleagues:

The Florida League of Cities is pleased to announce the 4® Annual Florida Municipal Achievement‘
Awards program. ‘

As municipal officials, we know about the hard work of our public servants to develop -programs that
improve the quality of life for residents and for the future of our cities. The goal of the Florida Municipal
Achievement Awards program is to focus public attention on excellent, innovative projects that address a
local need, promote active municipal participation by residents, and improve environmental conditions.

There are three award categories:
e City Spirit Award,
e Florida Citizenship Award and
¢ Environmental Stewardship Award.

The nomination deadline is Friday, May 25, 2012. The Florida Municipal Achievement Awards
program brochures, with rules and instructions for entry, are enclosed and are also available online at
www floridaleagueofcities.com

We encourage you to nominate your city’s, town’s or village’s successful projects so they can be
recognized and showcased statewide. All nominations will be included in a “best-practices” publication
that will highlight the innovative projects entered in this year’s awards program.

Winners will be announced in July and they will receive a beautiful “Muni Award,” be recognized in the
League’s magazine, Facebook page, website and be invited to the Florida League of Cities Annual
Conference, August 23-25, 2012—Westin Diplomat, Hollywood to be honored.

For more information about the awards program, call Sharon Berrian at the League’s Tallahassee office at
(850) 701-3660 or e-mail sberrian@f{lcities.com.

Sincerely,

vz hzes

Pat Bates, FL.C President
Mayor, Altamonte Springs

Enclosure

President Patricia J. Bates, Mayor, Altamonte Springs
First Vice President Manny Marofio, Mayor, Sweetwater ¢ Second Vice President P.C. Wu, Councilman, Pensacola
Executive Director Michael Sittig ¢ General Counsel Harry Morrison, Jr.






Town of Fort Myers Beach Bird Conservation Partnership

This application is based on extensive efforts by the Town of Fort Myers Beach to develop a partnership fostering
the conservation of imperiled beach nesting birds in an urban landscape on private property. The partnership includes
beachfront private property owners, the Town, Audubon of Florida, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC), and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Through these efforts and cooperation of
all partners, the Town was able to secure DEP permits allowing affected property owners to rake their beaches after the

annual bird nesting season. Securing those permits was pivotal in gaining the cooperation of property owners.

The Town of Fort Myers Beach is situated on a 7-mile long barrier island located in Lee County, Florida. The
island is fully built out and the beach retains little native dune and coastal strand habitat except for what lies within the i.S
miles of shoreline that comprise the Little Estero Island Critical Wildlife Area (CWA). The Little Estero CWA was
established in 1992 by the FWC. Critical Wildlife Areas are designated to protect significant populatio;ls of wildlife ﬁom
disturbance by human activity and pets. In the case of Little Estero Island CWA, several State-listed beach nesting birds,
primarily least tern, Wilson’s plover, and snowy plover are protected. All of these species prefer to nest either on bare
sand or sparsely vegetated areas that provide camouflage for the pale, speckled eggs and chicks. To protect these birds
and to minimize or prevent human disturbance, these beach nesting areas are posted to limit public access between April

1** and August 31%,

The Carlos Point residential area is a privately-owned mix of single-family homes and condominiums just south
of the CWA. The beach at Carlos Point is mechanically raked to maintain an owner preferred manicured or “groomed”
appearance. Beach raking is a process that constantly disturbs and rearranges the sand and sediment on a beach to prevent
growth or spread of vegetation. This mechanical raking creates a beach that mimics the bare sand created by natural

beach overwash events and coincidentally is a landscape much preferred by beach-nesting birds.

Mechanical beach raking is prohibited within the CWA and there has not been a significant beach overwash event
- to affect Fort Myers Beach since Hurricane Charley (2004). As a result, the CWA is now dominated with vegetation in

comparison to the beach at Carlos Point.



Beach nesting birds began to nest on the raked beach at Carlos Point in 2008. Since then, a greater number of the
birds were nesting there as compared to the heavily vegetated habitat inside the Little Estero Island CWA. This is a unique

situation in Florida where listed species prefer highly disturbed property over conservation areas in a natural condition.

Maﬁagement of beach nesting birds in an urban landscape on private property requires an innovative approach
that balances the presence of human activities and the nesting requirements of protected species. A preference for sandy
beaches and a low tolerance for disturbance during nesting place these species in conflict with human use of the beach. In
order to protect beach-nesting birds from disturbance and trampling, Town staff, with the assistance of the FWC, post the
nests with informational signs in order to reduce nesting bird and flightless chick disturbance. Posting nests on private
property at Carlos Point requires owner cooperation and an agreement to cease raking within and near the posted areas to
further reduce disturbance during the nesting season which can last from April through August. The posted area is then
maintained, monitored, and expanded as needed. During the five month nesting period, vegetation rapidly establishes

onto the beach where raking ceased. After the confirmed end of nesting season, postings are removed.

Beginning in April of 2009, we worked with the DEP and FWC to secure permits that allowed property owners to
remove the vegetétion once the birds completed their nesting. The removal of vegetation returns the beach to its owner
preferred groomed condition and in turn creates the preferred nesting habitat for the next nesting season. If the vegetation

is not removed, the birds fail to nest successfully or may not nest.in the area at all.

At the beginning of this program, the Town approached private property owners for permission to post the area
for beach nesting birds. The property owners granted permission to post with the condition that once each nesting season
concluded they would be allowed to remove all new vegetation and return the beach to its vegetation free, groomed
condition. Town and FWC staff viewed this as an effective and innovative opportunity to manage habitat for beach
nesting birds. During the peak of the 2009 nesting season, over 120 least terns and three snowy plover nests were counted
at Carlos Point. Unfortunately, in August of 2009, when nesting season ended, DEP stated that it would not issue a permit
for vegetation removal due to statutory concerns. Two months later, after extensive efforts by the Town, the DEP
reluctantly issued a permit but advised they would not do so again. As a result, Carlos Point owners advised they would

not cooperate with posting efforts during the 2010 nesting season without a legally-binding permit from DEP before the



start of that nesting season. Without property owner cooperation, posting the area by Town and FWC staff become a legal
difficulty. The combined effects of protected species disturbance and continued raking without a permit would likely

result in a “take” of state listed species, a serious violation of the law.

To insure property owner cooperation for the 2010 nesting season, the Town took the lead in working with DEP
and FWC staff to a secure a permit in late 2009. After overcoming significant legal obstacles we secured vegetation
removal permits in April 2010, just before nesting season. With permit in hand, we then brokered an agreement with
private property owners to again receive their cooperation. Becausev of this, the 2010 was even more successful, with over

335 least tern nests (Florida’s second largest tern colony) and 5 snowy plover nests.

Due to continued efforts of all partners, a Five Year DEP permit was acquired by the Town in 2011 allowing post-
nesting season vegetation removal. The 2011 nesting season produced several hundred least terns and at least 8 snowy

plover nests. As of May 14, 2012 over 125 least tern nests and 9 snowy plover nests were already active.

Property owners can now cooperate for years to come without fear of losing the right to rake their property after
nesting season. We also partnered with Audubon of Florida to develop a volunteer outreach program to educate beach

' goers about the importance of sharing the beach with these birds.

This program is so successful and has set such a precedent for imperiled species adaptive management that
Audubon of Florida presented the 2011 Guy Bradley Award for Stewardship in the Face of Threats to Birds and their
Habitats to Environmental Sciences Coordinator, Keith Laakkonen. Additionally, the Florida Natural Resources
Leadership Institute used this partnership as a practicum for its 2012 class to help rising leaders in the environmental

community enhance their skills to effectively manage conflict arising from natural resource issues.
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Audubon to honor | Town

By BOB PETCHER
rpeicher@breezenewspapers.com

Keith Laakkonen, Environmental Sciences
Coordinator at the Town of Fort Myers Beach, is the
2011 recipient of the Audubon Society’s prestigious Guy
Bradley Award. . =

Laakkonen, who hds been at his Town post since
2008, is being recognized for “his groundbreaking and
innovative ‘work in creating a plan and partnership to
enable birds to nest on private beach areas,” according to
Town Manager Terry Stewart. §

The 1998 University of Florida graduate will be hon-
ored at an awards banquet at the Audubon of Florida's

S BEACH

’s Laakk ith d
S Laakkonen wi awar
annual state conference called the Audubon
Assembly. 1t is being held in Lake Mary near
Orlando this. Friday (Oct 14). -
“It’s humbling,” said Laakkonen. “It’s an
individual award, but I believe it recognizes
the efforts of a lot of people who have worked
very 'hard with the property owners at the
south end of Fort Myers Beach, I may be get-
ting the award, ccﬁﬁ,m because of the cooper- -
ation and partnership with the property own- Laakkonen, who was born and raised in Fort Myers,
ers, the Town and Aububon to find a way to deal Withthe a5 been mionitoring birds at Little Estero Island on«mna

ao&w?wmoaownummawo&<o§3no~oaomo=50cmunw
behind their properties.” .

 “The significance of this award recognizes
the cooperative relationships we have estab-
) lished at Carlos Point.”

3 — Keith Laakkonen,
Environmental Sciences Coordinator Town
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Audbon Exécufive Diector Erle Praper A_.a and Presldent Brad Comell (right)
mE_s, >s.a In 8t Mary, m_sa. ..5_3 night’ -

prasen "Town Envlropranta) Scfenics Coordinator Kellh Liakkanen s_s __.. ey,

& iand s&g_avas% to:
%1 Laskkonen for his work protect-:
ing nesting birds:on-the s

bafore the i Jast weal
Mary, Ay Korosy: wha Works

October 2lst, 201

The Island Sand wmwn_.

Bird Man Honored, cortsonps.:

last year, When she told me
about the award, | was so
shocked | dropped the phonel”

Audubon President Brad
Comell told us that the award
was a well-deserved one for
Keith's tireless pursuit of a
solution for the snowy plover
population who decided to
make the south end of the
island - including some private
property — {heir home,

“Kelth Is belng recog-
nized for his persistant, painful,
creative and courageous
defense and protection work for
the beach nesting birds at Little
Estero Island Critical Wildlife
Avea and the big colony in front
of the Carlos Pointe
Condominiums (on private,
raked beachl),” he said.

The award-winning proj-
ect Keith worked on involved
some snowy plovers that decid-
ed fo forego thelr tradltional
nesting area of dunes in favor
of pristine, white raked beach in
front of several private property
owners and condominiums,
Every year, imperiled shore-
birds nest on Florida beaches
frorn about April 1, through Aug.
31in the Little Estero Critical
Wildiife Area (CWA) and other
nearby nesting sites on Fort
Myers Beach, These areas are
posted during this critical period
to help protect the nests of

these highly vulnerable .
specles, and the beach left
unraked. When that ruffled the
foathers of some of the proper-
ty owners, Kelth set to work
finding a solution and the result
has become a template that
other communities faced with
simitar situations may follow,

Kelth credits his boss,
Town Manager Terry Stewart
(who was with him in St, Mary),
Town staff, the praperty owners
and condominium associations,
the Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP) and tha Florida Fish and
Witdlife Commission (FWC} for
working together on the solu~
flon.

“This is not really an
individual award ~ this would
not have been possible without
the hard:work of staff, and
everyoné who came together to
make this work — especially the
condo associations of Castle
Beach and Carlos Point and all
the individual property owners
involved,” he said. “Wa now
have our 5-year permit, so we
don't have fo go through this
every year, and the projectis a
great success —we've made a
lot of birds in the past couple of
yearsl”

“This Is the biggest {
that's happened 1o me in my
professian since | aradiatar

college!l”
Stewart told us he couldn't be
happier with Kelth's work.

. "Keith Is receiving this
award in large part due to his
groundbreaking and innovative
work in creating a plan and
partnership to enable birds to
nest on private beach areas,”
he said. "We can all be proud
that Ketth is being recognized
with this award, This Is an Indl-
vidual award and justly
deserved by Keith. At the same
time, our wonderful Town of
Fort Myers Beach can enjoy
great satisfaction in having pro-
vided Keith both the opportunity
and latitude to accomplish this
groundbreaking work.”

Past Bradley Award
reciplents include Nancy
Douglass (2009). At this year's
Assembly in beautiful St. Mary,
Senior Florida Senator Bll
Nelson was honored with the
Theodare Roosevelt Award,
Henry Dean was given the
award for ‘A Lifetime Protecting
the Places that Make Florida
Special’, Victoria Tschinkel for
'Florida Woman in
Conservation Award' and Army
Corps of Engineers
Commander Colonel Alfred A,
Pantano was given the
Champion of the Everglades
Award — among other recipi-

ante

“Colanel Pantano gave a
really cool speech where he
likened saving the Everglades
to being at war after a few of
his staff ~ upon retuming from
Iraq ~ told him that, in a way,
fighting in Iraq was easier
because at least they knew
who the enemy was,”
Laakkonen told us. ‘I spoke
with him after the dinner, and [
can telf you that man really
knows what his projects are
and doss everything he can
with the system he's stuck
with.”

Though unable to meet
the senator as he received his
award at lunchtime, Keith told
us he was thrilled to receive a
letter from Nelson commending
him for his work. In the latter,
Nelson lauded Laakkonen for
his years of dedication and
commitment.

“The preservation of
beach nesting birds in
Southwest Florida Is a laudable
pursutt of which you should be
proud,” Nelson wrote. “It Is orie
of my distinct pleasures as a
United States Senator to con-
gratulate and encourage
Floridians to strive for excel-
lenca in all they do.”

Keri Hendry



Muitenr ﬁtateﬁ ﬁmwha

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0905

BILL NELSON . : .
FLORIDA ) -

October 3, 2011

Mr. Keith Laakkonen
Environmental Sciences Coordinator
Town Of Fort Myers Beach '
2523 Estero Boulevard ,

Fort Myers Beach, Florida 33931 -

Dear Mr. Laakkonen:

Congratula’uons’ I am happy that you are being recognized and rewarded for your many
© years of commitment and dedication to so many worthwhile projects in and for the community.
The preservation of beach nesting birds in Southwest Florida is a laudable pursuit of which you
should be proud. It is one of my distinct pleasures as a United States Senator to congratulate and
encourage Floridians to strive for excellence in all they do. Thank you for your continued service
to your community, the State of Florida, and the nation.

Best wishes for continued success. Keep up the good work!

Sincerely,
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Raking approved for Fort Myers Beach

Posted: Apr 11, 2011 5:03 PM EDT
Updated: Apr 11, 2011 10:22 PM EDT

FORT MYERS BEACH, FL - The Department of Environmental Protection approved a request to
rake a stretch of Fort Myers Beach. Raking keeps the beach clear of vegetation, a perfect
environment for the snowy plover.

Raking is something environmentalists say does more harm than good, but biologists and business
owners agree with the approval.

Keith Laakkonen, an environmental sciences coordinator with Fort Myers Beach, says the raking is
necessary to keep the beach looking beautiful.

"It actually constantly disturbs the soil, constantly disturbs the:sand. It does change the nutrient
balance of the beaches and the sand balance of the beaches," he says.

Biologists say that these changes are vital for the threatened snowy plover, which nests on this
stretch of sand.

"As far as the birds are concerned, perfect white sandy beach with no vegetation is their primary
nesting requirement," Laakkonen says.

After two and a half years of asking the Department of Environmental Protection for approval, they
finally gave the town permission to rake behind Castle Beach and Carlos Pointe Condominiums for
the next five years.

"This is a balancing act between managing for people, recreation, and tourism, which drives the
economy and a balance of managing a protected species," Laakkonen says.

With the approval, the beaches can be raked at any time except during nesting season.

The goal is to keep the beach looking nice, rather than let thé vegetation take over during the rainy
season when the birds are nesting.

Ralph Bartley, a tourist to Fort Myers Beach, says he's happy to share the beach.

"We gotta share this planet with the inhabitants that are here. The birds have a right to be here |
think," he says. ' .

http:/fwww .nbe-2.com/story/14424703/2011/04/11/raking-approved-...

5/18/2011 11:02 AM



